* 
* 


T H Oo U S HT 5 


| of Tun, 
DISCIPLINE of the CHURCH of ENGLAND, 
, : Sc. Se. | : ** 4 


Toft publifhed (ly the ſame AuTHoR) 
CAUS T ONIANA: 


OR, 
TWELVE. DISCOURSES. 


Addreſſed to the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
CAWSTON, NoRFOLK, . 


Price beund 25. 6d. 


PRINCIPLES 
OF: THE 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
AS TAUGHT IN SCRIPTURE, _ 


eing SEven Discousses on our loſt State in 


Adam; our Recovery by Jeſus Chriſt; and 
the Neceſſity of Regeneration and Sanctifica- 


tion by the lag C. " 
'To which are prefixed 
THREE LETTERS to a CLERGYMAN, 


Fou rth Ldition. 


Price bound 28. 


THoUuGHTs MM 


ON THE 


DISCIPLINE of the CHURCH of ENGLAND, 


RESPECTING, CHIEFLY, - 


' THE ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM, THE 
LORD'S SUPPER, AND THE PREPARATION  *" 
OF CHILDREN FOR CONFIRMATION. : 


Fl 


To which is added, 


. — 


A Comraris0N, fo far as relates to ReLiGrious - 
| W1sDom, between the EnGLisnk ReForRm- , - 
- ERS, and the Generality of the preſent ' 
| Moperx xc Divi NES. 


© 


IN A SERIESPOP T.ETTERS TO - 
A YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 


— 


4 


4 BY THE LATE * 


THOMAS BOWMAN, M. A. 
„ 


Vicar of MaRTHAM, NorFOLK. 


LON on: / 


Printed for J. DEIGH TON, No. 325, HoLBoks; 
and C. DILLY, in the PovLTRY. : 


——— 


— MDCC KCI. 


4 


THOUGHTS 


on run 


DISCIPLINE of the CHURCH of ENGLAND 3 


RESPECTING, cut Er, 
The ApntnisTRATION of Bar risu and the 
* s SuyPER, and the PxEPARATION 
Nn for nenten. 


— ” 


- 


; 4 4 
. 1915 l ”- l 

| XA 
<4 E 
I po Ot 200 S 

ON BAPTISM, a 42 

: 3868 LE 5 == 
- DEAR SIR, © Bt arts R726 . | Fl 
. 


1 Au ans you my 
thoughts c on n any: ſubjeR, the knowledge of which 
may contribute to Jour eaſe or uſefulneſs, as a 
miniſter. . To £0 over the whole plan of diſ- 
cipline in the church of England, would be to 
engage in a moſt 'arduous -undertaking. It 
would be alſo unneceſſary, as, by far the greater 


3 | part 
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part of it has little or no connection with yo 
preſent circumſtances. If, I miſtake not, your 
difficulties are confined to three articles: — the 
adminiſtration of baptiſm; of the Lord's ſup- 
per; and the preparation of children for con- 
firmation.— I do not wonder, that, in the per- 
formance of this part of your duty, you meet 
with ſeveral diſagreeable things. Others, be- 
fore you, haye met with the like: and, per- 
haps, there is no conſcientious miniſter, who 
is wholly unacquainted with them. To fee per- 
ſons, who are ignorant of Chriſtianity, groſsly 
immoral in their lives, and enemies to real re- 
ligion, offer themſelves as ſureties for the reli- 
gious education of children to hear them de- 
clare, in the preſence of a congregation. aſ- 
ſembled for the worſhip of God, that they 
renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world; that they 
keep God's holy word and commandments, 
and walk in the ſame all the days of their hves; 
and yet, at the fame time, diſcover a groſs ig- 
norance of his will, and an irreverence for his 
ordinances to ſee one of this ſort offer himſelf 
"at the Lord's ſupper, ready to eat and drink to 
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tis on condemnation ;—to hear him pretend- 
ing to a right to the ordinances, and threat- 
ening the officiating miniſter, if he will not 
admit him to partake of it —muft be very pain- 
ful to a ſerious mind. I do not wonder at your 
uneaſineſs. To palliate ſuch enormities, or 
prevent their happening often, would be very 
' defirable: to be able to put a ſtop to them, 
would be a matter of thankſgiving. What re⸗ 
medy the law has provided we may enquire. | 
In this our enquiry, the rubrics and canons 
muſt be our chief, though not our only guide. 
We may ' avail ourſelves of alt the parts of the 
avowed ſtandard of the doctrine and diſcipline 
of the church of England: and we may find, 
that, in ſeveral» caſes, they will elucidate them. 
But, to avoid confufion, I will ſpeak to each 
of the three articles ſeparately. And firſt of 
BAPTISM. . g | - 
It is remarkable that the church lays great 
ſtreſs on the celebration of this ordinance ; re- 
quiring that previous notice ſhall be given to 
the miniſter, and holding out to him a penalty 
of ſuſpenſion from his office, for three months, 
in caſe he ſhall refuſe to perform it. 


B 2. Canon: 
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Cinoy 68. 4 No miniſter ſhall refuſe or de- 
lay to,chriſten any child according to the Book 
of Common Prayer, that is brought to the 
church to him upon Sundays and holy-days to be 
chriſtened (convenient warning being given 
him thereof before:) and if he ſhall refuſe ſo to 
do, he ſhall be ſuſpended by the biſhop of the - 
dioceſe, from his miniſtry, by the ſpace of ſix - 
months.“ 

3d Rubric. When there are children to 
be baptized, the parents ſhall give knowledge 
thereof over-night, or in the morning, before 
the beginning of A prayer, to the cus 
rate. 

5th Rubric. . 
mothers, and the people with the children, 
muſt be ready at the font, either immediately 
after the laſt leſſon at morning prayer, as the 
curate by his direction ſhall appoint.” 

What is generally thought proper notice is 
that mentioned in the third Rubric viz. that 
notice ſhall be given to the miniſter over-night, 
or in the morning before the beginning of 
morning prayer. The rubric, however, is fo 


expreſſed, that a perſon inclined to give un- 
eaſineſs 
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eafineſs to a miniſter (and many ſuch are to 
be found) may uſe it very conveniently for that 
purpoſe, The terms over-night and in the” 
morning before morning prayer, are of great la- 
titude. The former comprehends every minute 
from ſun- ſetting to midnight; the latter, all the 
time from midnight till the miniſter begins the 
morning ſervice. And, therefore, under pre- 
tence of giving notice that his child is to be 
baptized, a perſon may diſturb a miniſter in his 
retitement ; or when he is in bed; at any time 
bf the uſual hours of ſleep; or he may ſtop him 
in the church- yard, as he is going to church; 
or when he is going into the reading-deſk ; 

or when he is in it, if he has not begun the 
appointed ſervice: and yet it is generally 
thought, that to give notice, according to the 
Dm ſenſe of the rubric, either & over-night, 
or in the morning before- the beginning of 
morning prayer,” is ſufficient ; is all that is 
neceſſary ; all that the law requires: and that, 
if a' clergyman has ſuch notice given. him; and 
refuſes to baptize a child, he is puniſhable, | 
table to be N gt his miniſtry for, 
MY . 


1 The 


The 68th Canon, which holds out the pe- 
nalty of ſuſpenſion, is more pertinent, and not 
ſo open to abuſe, though it admits of conſi- 
derable latitude, It ſays, © Convenient warn- 
ing“ ſhall be given. Now, as it may often 

happen, that notice ſhall be given a little while, 
or an hour or two, before the morning ſervice z 
and yet the miniſter may not have convenient 
warning. It may often happen, that notice 
ſhall be given him over-night, or carly in the 
_evening of the preceding day; and yet he may 
not have convenient warning. Fhe expreſſion 
certainly implies this, that he ſhall have ſuffi- 
cient time to do all that is neceſſary, in order 
to celebrate the ordinance according to the law; 
and that he ſhall have time to do all this, with- 
out putting off or ME y public ſervice. 
To mention only one caſe;/and Whieh in vil- 
lages may frequently happen: Suppoſing, upon 
notice being given him over- night, it ſhould 
appear that the intended ſponſors were all 
ficangers to him; that they lived at ſome diſ- 
tance, and were not expected at the parents” 
houſe, till within half an hour of the appointed 
time for the morning ſervice; how could he 


poſſibly 


SS 
deb) ſatisfy himſelf before the morning ſer= 
vice, that the perſons provided were ſuch as the 
29th Canon requires? It is plain, then, that 
notice might be given him over-night, and yet 
it would not be “ convenient warning.” And 
hence it is evident, that a proceſs againſt a cler- 
gyman for refuſing to baptize a child, notice 
having been given him according to the rubric, 
would be without a well- grounded hope of fucL 
ceſs, unleſs it could be proved that ſuch notice 
was convenient warning. To the article of 
notice we may add this: that convenient notice, 
or warning having been given, „the ſponfors, 
and the perſons with the child, ſhall be ready at 
the fant, immediately after the ſecond leſſon of 
the morning or evening ſervice, /as the curate, 
at his diſcretion, ſhall appoint” This is the 
language of the fifth rubric. The curate then 
has a diſcretionary power, which be may fo uſe,. 
as to celebrate the ordinance at the morning or 
afternoon ſervice, according to his pleaſure. 
Hence, it ſeems plain, that parents, or their 
agent, have no right to bring an unbaptized in- 
fant to church, under a pretence of having it 


| red without the order of the curate. Be- 
22 hides. 
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fedes, infants cannot be managed ſo as to pre- 
vent their cries ; and their cries may diſturb the 
congregation. - And if the curate will not bap+ 
| tize it, at the uſual time, aſſured that proper no- 
tice has not been given him, and that.they who 
brought it are actuated by an improper tem- 
per, the minds of the people may be unhinged, 
and their attention drawn from the public ſer- 
vice. And yet ſeveral bring an infant to church 
without giving proper or any notice; ſome, 
from a determination to force the miniſter to 
celebrate the. ordinance when . they pleaſe; 
others, from a perſuaſion that if a. child is 
brought to church, the miniſter cannot refuſe 
to baptize it. Such perſons, undoubtedly, act 
without any warrant from law or reaſon: and 
though, perhaps, there is no poſitive law to 
puniſh them for bringing a. child to church 
without the order of the miniſter, yet they are 
certainly rc prehenſible, and anſwerable for the 
conſequences of ſuch behaviour; and ought to 
be conſidered and treated as diſturbers of the 
congregation... | 
We ſee, .then, the law commands, that yl 
fore a child is brought to .be baptized, notice 
ſhall 
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ſhall be given to the miniſter, and 150 Geiß | 
notice over-night, or the next morning, before 
the morning ſervice, but ſuch as may properly 
be called convenient warning, time enough to 
enable him to adjuſt every thing that the law 
demands, in order to a proper celebration of 
the ordinance, If he has not this, he has not 
convenient warning; nor can he juſtly be con- 
ſidered and treated as a tranſgreſſor of the canon, 
or even as culpable, though he ſhould abſolutely 
refuſe to baptize. a child that is even brought to 
the church at the uſual time 
- We may now enquire why notice, or con- 
_ venient warning, that a child is to be baptized, : 
is commanded to be given to the miniſter. One 
reaſon, no doubt, is, that he may take care 
that ſuch ſponſors are provided as the 29th ca- 
non requires. | | 
The 29th Canon. © No parent ſhall be 
urged to be preſent, nor be admitted to anſwer 
as god-father for his own child; not any god-fa- 
ther or god-mother ſhall be ſuffered to make any 
other anſwer or ſpeech, than by the Book of 
Common Prayer is preſcribed in that behalf. 
Neither ſhall any perſon be admitted god- father 
4 | or 
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er god - mother, to any child at chriſtening or 
confirmation, before the ſaid perſon ſo under- 
taking hath received the holy communion.“ 
In this canon the. wiſdom of our church is 

evident, in guarding againſt the profanation- of 
this ordination, by not admitting all perſons,. 
indiſcriminately, to ſtand as ſponſors. She de- 
clares that none ſhall be admitted but perſons: 
who have received the holy. communion ; inti- 
mating, without queſtion, that as they who un- 
dertake the office of ſponſors, undertake an of- 
fice for which they are reſponſible both to God 
and man; ſo none ſhould be admitted to under- 

take it, but ſuch as may be ſuppoſed to ſee the. 
office in this light. And as perſons who have. 

- preſented themſelves at the Lord's table, may 
be ſuppoſed to have thought ſeriouſly upon the 
commands of Chriſt, and to act conſcientiouſly, 
ſo. ſuch. only may be conſidered as proper to 
undertake the office of ſponſors. | - 


Here then we have firm ground to ſtand on. A. 
miniſter can oblige parents to give him previous. 
notice concerning the baptiſm of a child ; ſuch. 
notice as may, in ſtrict propriety, be called 
convenient warning: he has it in his power to 

„ * 
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"appoint the time for the celebration of the or · 
dinance, either at the morning or the afternoon + 
ſervice; and they have no right to bring the 
child to church without his direction: and to 
prevent, in ſome. meaſure, what may eccaſion 
the greateſt abuſe, he can refuſe all perſons from 
ſtanding as ſponſors, Who have not received 
the holy communion. And if he acts firmly, 
according to theſe particulars which the law di- 
rects, he may, no doubt, give à conſiderable 
check to that groſs profanation of the ordi- 
nance, which every conſcientious miniſter can 
not but ſee and lament. | + 

But you'll be ready to ay the ar is 
almoſt as bad as the diſeaſe. Many, I believe, 
would think fo: for, conſidering the general 
practice, he muſt expect much and violent. op- 
poſition, if he uſes it. Lou know, that in 
moſt places, perhaps in nineteen out of twenty, 


no notice is given to the miniſter concerning 


the baptiſm of a child, unleſs by the clerk/.of 
the pariſh ; and by him, in general, juſt before 
the miniſter begins the ſervice; or, perhaps, 
not till the ſecond leſſon is finiſhed. - You know 
that parents ſend their children to be baptized 

when 
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when they pleaſe, without waiting for the ap- 
pointment of the miniſter, whether they ſhall 
be brought at the morning of afternoons ſer- 
vice. Vou know, alſo, that very few miniſters 
make any enquiry, whether they who offer 
themſelves as ſponſors, have received the holy- - 
communion. This is the general practice. 
The people are confirmed in it; and it muſt 
be very agreeable to them, becauſe it ſuffers 
them to act as they pleaſe, with regard to the 
baptiſm of their children. Tt has, moreover, 
been continued fo long, that they think they 
have a right to act thus : and I have known that, 
when a miniſter has deviated in the leaſt parti- 
cular from this general practice, they have com- 
plained of ill uſage, and talked clamourouſly of 
being "deprived of their rights. Oppoſition 
from the people may therefore be expected. It 
may be expected, likewiſe, from the neighbour- 
ing clergy. For, if the miniſter's practice, 
who acts according to the rubric and canons, 
is right, and there can be no difficulty in proving 
it to be ſo, theirs muſt be wrong. The canons 
and rubrics are the rule, and the only one, by 
which both miniſter and people are to act in 
; ſuch. 
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ſuch caſes. Every clergyman is bound by law 


to act in this manner. If he acts otherwiſe, he 
tranſgreſſes the law, confirms the people in er- 


rot, and is puniſhable. By his conduct he makes 
light of the ordinance, and opens a door to the 
people to profane it at their. pleaſure. 

You are brought then to this dilemma; either 


to be governed by the canons and rubrics ; that 


is, to do your duty, and wait for oppoſition from 
prejudiced unthinking perſons; or to comply 


with the general practice; that is, to do what 


you know to be wrong, and purchaſe outward 
peace at the expence of conſcience. In the for- 
mer Cafes you may avoid ſome very diſagreeable 
things, but muſt give up every hope of a refor- 
mation. Your compliance will tend to confirm 
your people i in their prejudices and prophanefs, 
and you cannot have inward peace. "Think then 
ſeriouſly of theſe things, make up your mind 
about them, and determine to att accord- 


gy 


I am, &c. 
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| Tur © oa Das who acts with 
3 according to the direction of the rubrics, 
the 2gth and 68th canons, may, no doubt, pre- 
vent much evil, which would otherwiſe take 
Place, i in the celebration of the ordinance of bap- 
tiſm ; but his power, I apprehend, is not limit. 
ed by theſe. It may be found, upon enquiry, 


that other rules, of as much, or more impor. 
tance than theſe, have been given up through 


neglect and undue compliance. If a miniſter ig 
to have notice given him of the baptiſm of a 
child, only that he may enquire, whether they 
who offer themſelves as ſponſors, have received 
the holy communion ; then if parents give him 
convenient warning, and provide ſuch ſponſors 

| as 
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as the 29th- canon requires, he is abſolute- 
ly obliged to baptize the child; his refuſal is re- 
prehenſible, and puniſhable. But this is to ſup- 
poſe that parents have an unconditional right to 
have their children baptized, whether they under- 
ſtand the doctrines of the church or not; whether 
they profeſs them or not; whether they ſtatedly 
attend the public worſhip in their pariſh church, 
or keep entirely from it ; or whether they live in 
the fear of God, or quite unconcerned about 
religion, or even in a ſtate of profligacy. 

In order to come to a certainty in this point, 
it may be neceſſary to conſider on what ground 
the right of an infant to baptiſn i is founded. 

Article the 27th ſays, 4 The baptiſm of 
young children is in anywiſe to be retained in 
the church, as moſt agreeable with the inſti- 
tution of Chriſt,” That the expreflion, © in 
anywiſe, is not to be underſtood, as having 
the ſame meaning with ( abſolutely,” or, & un- 
conditionally,” will, I think, ſoon appear. In the 
ſervice for baptiſm, the expreſſion of our Lord, 
« Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
heaven,” is uſed as implying the lawfulneſs 

| C 2 = 
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of admitting infants to baptiſm; but not as giv- 
ing them an unconditional right to it. | 
F 
queſtions and anſwers: 
. What is required of perſons to be bap- 
tized ? 


A. Repentance, whereby they forſake fin; and ©. 


faith, whereby they ſtedſaſtly believe the pro- 
muſes of God made to them in that facra- 
ment. | 

9. Why then are infants baptized, when by 
reaſon of their tender age they TT 
them ? 

A. Becauſe duty abt them both by their 
fureties; which promiſe, when they come to 
age, themſelves are bound to perform. 

Here the church of England plainly acknow- 
ledges, that children have not an unconditional, 
or abſolute right to baptiſm ; that the reaſon why 
they are admitted, or their right, is founded on 
the promiſe they make by their ſureties. Re- 
pentance and faith are neceffary to baptiſm ; but 

though infants cannot perform them, on account 
of their tender age; yet as their ſureties promiſe, 


in their name, that they ſhall repent and believe, 


- there= 
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therefore they are baptized. Here we may ob- 
ſerve, that if theſe words are to be underſtood 
according to their obvious meaning, the right of 
infants to baptiſm is founded on an abſolute im- 
poſſibility, viz. on the promiſe of their ſureties, 
that they ſhall repent and believe; for no man 
has it in his power to enable another to repent 
and believe, to the ſalvation of his ſoul. Re- 
pentance and faith are both the gift of God. 
If it be ſaid, their real meaning is, when in- 
fants are capable of being taught, they ſhall be 
taught that they are bound to repent ahd be- 
lieve. Not to remark that this is, by no means, 
conſiſtent wich the firſt queſtion and anſwer, 
and abſolutely inconſiſtent with the obvious ſenſe 
of the ſecond. We may aſk, Is this account f 
che right of infants to baptiſm, at all agreeable 
to the word of God? Is it any where ſaid, or 
even hinted, that infants have a right to baptiſm, 
becauſe their ſureties promiſe that they ſhall re- 
pent and believe? this cannot be; for ſureties 
are not of divine inſtitution ; and though their 
office is very ancient, charitable, and may an- 
ſwer ſome valuable purpeſes, it was not uſed in 
the Chriſtian church, till more than an hun- 
C 3 | dred 
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_ dred years after Chriſt. Why theſe expreſſions 
were admitted, and have been continued 
in our public Catechiſm, to this day, is to me al- 
together unaccountable. 

One of the rubrics, however, may lead us 
to a different view of this matter: „The 
curates of every pariſh ſhall often admoniſh the | 
people, that they defer not the baptiſm of their 
children, longer than the iſt or ad Sunday next 
after their birth, or other holy-day following 
between ; unleſs upon a great and ſeaſonable 
cauſe, to be approved by the curate.” This 
ſcems to allude to the time of cireumeiſing 
infants; and to imply, that as children were, 
by the command of God, circumciſed on the 
eighth day, fo infants ſhould be baptized as 
nearly to the eighth day as may be. It ſeems 
alſo an acknowledgment that baptiſm was or- 
dained in the room of circumciſton. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances point out the real opinion of the 
church concerning the right of infants to baptiſm, 
much plainer than any thing ſhe has faid in any of 
her public offices. And it is this: They have the 
ſame right to baptiſm, that infants, under the Old 
Teſtament-diſpenſation, had to be circumciſed, 


and 
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their heart,” is, ( Repent, and be baptized, 
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and infants, in the times of the Apotties; had 
to- be baptized. Now it is demonſtrable, 
that, in either of theſe times, the infant had no 
right in himfelf; in the former, to circumei- 
ſion; in the latter, to baptiſm. His right was 


| founded upon his being the ſeed of a believ- 


ing parent. Under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, no 
child was admitted to be circumciſed, whoſe 
parents did not acknowledge Jehovah to be the 
God of Iſrael, whoſe father had not been cir- 
cumcifed himſelf, and who did not engage to 
walk according- to his law. In the times of 
the Apoſtles, no child was admitted to baptiſm, , 
one, at leaſt, of whoſe parents did not believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of the living 
God, and that there is falvation in no other, 
The promiſe to Abraham, at the inſtitution of 
circumciſion, was (Gen. ch. 17] «I will efta- 
bliſh my covenant between me and thee, and 
thy feed after thee, in their generations, for an 
everlaſting covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy ſeed after thee.” Agreeable to 
this, the declaration of Peter, on the day of 
penticoft, to thoſe who, were pricked in 


every 
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Every one of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive 


the gift ol the Holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe is 
unto you, and to your children,” Acts chap. ii. 


Accordingly, the Apoſtle Paul fays, © the un- 


believing huſband is ſanctified by the wife, and 


the unbelieving wife is ſanctiſied by the huſband; 


elſe, were your children unclean, but now are 
they holy.” 1 Cor. vii. 14. Holy, as being de- 
dicated to God, at baptiſm, For it is. well 
known, that all perſons and things that were 


dedicated to the ſervice of God, even the veſſels 


of the ſanctuary, were ſaid to be holy. Holy, as 
being the ſeed of a believing parent, and there- 
fore having a right to baptiſm, or to be dedicat- 
ed to the ſervice of God in that ordinance, 

If then this is the doctrine of the church of 
England, and we muſt admit . that it is, as will 
ſoon appear, unleſs we will ſuppoſe, that ſhe en- 
tertains opinions which are abſolutely abſurd and 
indefenſible ; it follows, that no child has a right 
to baptiſm, one of whoſe parents is not a be- 
liever. de | 1 3 

But, it may be aſked, in what ſenſe does ſhe 
underſtand the word Believer? To this queſ- 


—_ 


tion, 


2} 


tion, 1 acknowledge, it is . eee 
ſible, to give a determinate anſwer. 

Not to inſiſt on the (criptural diftinAions of 
a living and a dead faith; of the faith of de- 
vils, and of believing to the falvation of the 
foul; not to dwell much, on thoſe perti- 
nent, yet awful diftintions; © In Chrift Jefus 
neither circumeiſion availeth any thing, nor un- 
circumciſton, but faith, which worketh by love. 
In Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature. 
In Chriſt Jefus neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but keeping the 
commandments of God.“ Tho towards a ſo. 
lution of the queſtion before us, they ought, in 
ſome meaſure, to be regarded, I think ſhe does 
not ſuppoſe any one to be a believer, who does 
not underſtand the doctrines contained in her ar- 
ticles—who does not believe them to be agree- 
able to the word of Gad--who does not 
ſtatedly attend on the worſhip of God—and 
whole life and converſation, are not, at leaſt, 
moral and decent. 

This, I apprehend, is the loweſt ſenſe in 
which ſhe can be imagined to underſtand the 
word Believer, | 


I'S 
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I do not take upon me to ſay, that this is her 
ar meaning, but that ſhe cannot be thought 


to mean leſs than this. 1 am perſuaded the times 
have been, when her rulers and miniſters would, 
without heſitation, have declared that ſhe meant 


much more; and I know that a diſcipline was 


then uſed, conformable to a more noble idea of 
the word. But keeping to this low idea of the 


word, let us ſee what will follow: There will . 


be a number of neceſſary conſequences, ſuffci- 


ent to ſurprize many, and to alarm more. It 


will follow, | 

I. That no child, one, « hal; of wink! 
parents does not anſwer to this idea of the word, 
Believer, has any right to baptiſm. _ 

2. That the child has no right—where both the 
parents are ignorant CO Oey doctrines of 
the church. 

3- That the child has no right—if both thi 
parents are oppoſers, or Se doc- 
trines of the church. | 

4. That the child has no right—if both-the 
parents profeſs ſalvation by works ; though they 
may ſtatedly attend the worſhip of God, in their 


pariſh church, and be moral in their lives and 


cone 


| 
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converſation : for this is to profeſs, a way of ſal- 
vation in direct oppoſition to what the church 
profeſſes; and therefore . a in 
her articles. f 

5. That the child — doth'the 
parents live . 2 their future 
ſtate. 195097? , * 

6. That the child Mans Highb=i both the 
parents live openly in a ſtate of profligacy. 

Theſe are undeniable concluſions from the 
above-mentioned definition of the word, Beliey= 
er. I could eaſily add more, but theſe are ſuf- 
ficient for my preſent purpoſe, viz. to ſhew, 
that the order for & convenient warning” to be 
given to a miniſter before the baptizing of a 
child, was for other purpoſes than merely to let 
him know when he went into the church, or 
when the ſecond leſſon was ended, that there 
was to be a chriſtening; or, to give him time to 
enquire, whether the intended ſponſors had been 
partakers of the holy communion. It was ori- 
ginally, no doubt, that he might enquire, whe. 
ther one or both the parents of the child were 
Believers, in that ſenſe of the word, which the 


church affixed to it. For if the church avowed, 
that 
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eee 
in her ſenſe of the word, had a right to baptiſm; 
dhe, by the fame avowal, declared that the child, 
one or both of whoſe parents were not Buevers, 
in her ſenſe of the word, had no right to bap- 
dim, and therefore ought not to be baptized; 
" axul confequently, Gat enquiry, concerning is - 
point, ought to be made. 


If all this is true, and I ſee ae e 
ſolid can be objected to it, then what numbers 


ol inſants are admitted to baptiſm, in the church 
of England, who certainly have no right to it ? 
How often is this ordinance profaned by parents 
and ſponſors | and this profaneneſs encouraged 
by miniſters! | 4 

But, if this is not the doctrine of the church 
of England, I muſt freely own, I can ſee no 
reaſan why ſhe admits children to baptiſm except 
on this account. Parents, living in any pariſh, 
have a right to have their children baptized in 

the church of the pariſh, where they live ; be- 
cauſe they live in that pariſh. And, becauſe 
they live in that pariſh, can oblige the miniſter 
of that pariſn to baptize them ; and the graſſeſt 
ignorance of the Chriſtian religion, or the moſt 


evil ** 


{ 25 1 

evil diſpoſitions in the parents, ſhiall not be ad - 
mitted as a ſufficient reaſon, why he ſhould not + 
baptize them. And, indeed, this ſeems to be 
the general opinion, founded on the general 
practice. | | 
But who will be ſo hardy as to defend this 
on any principles whatever? Is it agreeable to 
law, to reaſon, to the practice of the primi- 
tive times, to Scripture? Certainly not. Does 
the church of England herſelf, any where plain- 
ly, or by clear deduction, aſſert this? I think 
no one would undertake to point it out. 
I am ſure, if ſhe does, her opinion in this par- 
ticular has eſcaped my frequent and anxious en- 
quiry to aſcertain it. And yet, as I obſerved, 
this is the general belief, founded on the gene- 
ral practice. Hence parents, groſsly ignorant of 
the principles of Chriſtianity, unconcerned 
about them, and habitually engaged in a profli- 
gate way of life, will offer their children to be 
baptized, and bring for ſponſors, perſons like 
themſelves : and if the miniſter heſitates about 
performing the ſervice, will be clamorous, in- 
ſiſt on his doing it, and threaten him with com- 
plaints aud puniſhment, in caſe of his refuſal, 

D | = 
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or even delay. Would ſuch conduct have been 
ſuffered in the primitive times? at the time of 
the reformation in theſe kingdoms ? or, would 
it be ſuffered in any church where diſcipline 
is obſerved? I am perſuaded it would have been 
thought ſufficient for delaying, if not for ſetting 
aſide, the baptiſm of the children of ſuch pa- 
rents. But, to confirm my opinion, and ſhew 
that I have ngt miſtaken, or miſrepreſented the 
doctrine of the church of England, I will pro- 
duce ſeveral paſſages from ſome of of the ear- 
lieſt and beſt writers ſhe has produced: writers 
who were conſiderec among her brighteſt orna- 
ments; who were engaged in the defence of 
her ſtandard doctrines, who may, therefore, be 
ſuppoſed to have underſtood, and faithfully re- 
. preſented them. 

| JewErL, Biſhop of Saliſbury, was born in 
1522, and died in 1571. In his Treatiſe of 
the Sacraments, (Works, p. 265.) he ſays, (For 
this cauſe, infants are baptiſed, becauſe they 
are born in fin, and cannot become ſpiritual, 
but by this new birth of the water and the ſpirit. 
They are the heirs of the promiſe; the covenant of 
God's favour is made unto them.” God ſaid 
to 


* 


ET. 
to Abraham „I will eſtabliſh my covenant 
between me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee in 
their generations, for an everlaſting covenant; to 
be God unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee.” 
Therefore, faith the Apoſtle, if the root be 
holy, ſoare the branches. Rom. ch. xi. And again, 
© the unbelieving huſband is ſanctified by the 
wife, and the unbel eving wife is ſanctified by 
the huſband; elſe were your children unclean, 
but now are they holy.” 1 Cor. ch. viii When 
| the diſciples rebuked thoſe who brought little 
children to Chriſt, that he might touch them, 
he ſaid & Suffer the little children ta/ come unto 
me, and, forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Mark ch. x. And again, 
„ Their angels always behold the face of 
my Father which is in heaven.” Mat. ch. x. 


The kingdom of heaven is of ſuch, faith 


Chriſt; not only then of thoſe, but of other 
like infants which ſhall be at all times. 
As God took the ſeed of Abraham to be par- 
takers of the covenant which he gave to Abra- 
ham, ſo he appointed that every man-child of 
eight days old ſhould be circumciſed. An 
R | Abraham 
. 


. 


2 
; 
* 


1 


Abraham circumciſed his ſon Iſaac when he 


was eight days old, as God had command- 
ed him. Gen. ch. xxi. May we think that the 
promiſe of God hath an end, ſo that it reach- 
eth not to our children? or might the children 
*of the Jews receive the ſign of the covenant, 
and not the children of the Chriſtians? What- 
foever was promiſed unto Abraham, the fame is 
alſo performed unto us. We enjoy the ſame bleſſ- 
ings and free privileges of God's favour. St. Paul, 
to the Galatians, faith, Know ye, that they 
which are of faith, are the children of Abraham.“ 


Again, If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abra- 


ham's feed, and heirs by promiſe.” Gal. ch. iii. 

Now, is the ſign of the covenant alſo chan- 
ged, and baptiſm is inſtead of circumciſion, as 
St. Paul faith, and calleth them circumciſed 
which are baptized. “ In whom (meaning 
Chriſt) alſo ye are circumciſed, with circum- 
ciſion made without hands, by putting off the 
ſinful body of the fleſh, through the circumci- 
fion of Chriſt, in that you are buried with him 
through baptiſm.” Col. ch. ii. 

And as the children of the faithful, by right, 
ought to be baptized ; ſo ſuch others alſo as 
| | were 
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| were born of unbelieving parents, and were 
e aliens from the. commonwealth of Iſrael, and 


were ſtrangers from the covenant of promiſe} 


and had no hope,” if they acknowledge the 
error in which they lived, and ſeek the forgive- 
neſs of their former fins, may well receive this 
ſacrament. So when they which heard Peter 
were © pricked in their hearts, and ſaid to Peter 
and the other | Apoſtles, Men, and brethren, 
what ſhall we do? Peter ſaid unto them; 
Amend your lives, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
remiflion of fins.” They were buried with Chriſt 
by baptiſm, into his death, and made partakers 
of his blood, and continued: in the Apoſtles' 
doctrine and fellowſhip. Acts ch. ii. ; 
Thus far Biſhop Jewel. ſhall make but one 
remark on this great and good man's teſtimony. 
It is this—that he plainly confirms the right 
of children to baptiſm, to their 1 the ſeed 
of believing parents. : , 
Dr. FULK£ was born about the year 153%, 


and died Maſter of Pembroke-hall, in Cams. 


bridge, in 1589. He publiſhed ſeveral works 
in divinity, which were greatly — His 
*. % D 3 chief 


; 


* 
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chief work was his « Confutation of the Rhe- 
niſh Teſtament,” which was publiſhed in 1580, 
and, though a large folio, was reprinted in 
1601. a 

The Rheniſh Jeſuits (on Rom. v. 10.) charge 
the Calviniſtic Proteſtants with affirming, that 
Chriſtian men's children are holy from their 
mother's womb. To which the Doctor an- 
ſwers, We do none otherwiſe affirm Chriſtian 
men's children to be holy from their mother's 
womb, than St. Paul, (1 Cor. vii. 14.) faith, 
They are holy, becauſe they are comprized in 
God's covenant, and have a right to be bap- 
nized.” | : \ 

The Rheniſh Jeſuits, in their Annotations on 
7 Cor. vii. 14. repeat the fame charge againſt 
the Calviniſtic Proteſtants, with this addition, 
« that therefore they need not baptiſm.” To 
this Dr. Fulke replies, It is an impudent ſlan- 
der that the Calvinifts hold Chriſtian men's 
children to be ſo holy from their mother's womb, 
that they need not baptiſm, For Calvin clean 
contrarywiſe doth argue againſt the Anabaptiſts 
upon St. Paul's words: . They are holy, there- 
fore they are to be baptized.” And the facra- 
ment 
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ment is not to be denied unto them that are 
therefore called holy, becauſe they are compre- 
hended in God's covenant; where be faith, I. 
will be thy God, and the God of thy ſeed after | 
thee. Gen. xvii. 7. 

Mr. PERK1Ns was born in 1558, and died 
in 1602. Tho' he did not compleat his 44th 
year, he was indiſputably, whether for ſyſtem- 
atic, polemic, caſuiſtical, or practical divinity, 
the firſt divine that England produced in the 
tion of his works, was given to the public in 
the year 1631,-in three vohumes folio. | 

In his Commentary on the Epiſtle to the Gala- 
tians, (vol. ii, p. 263. edit. x631.) he ſays, 4 The 
ſecond circumſtance is concerning 'the perſons 
to be baptized, and they are all ſuch as be in 
covenant, in likelihood, or in the judgment of 
charity. And they are of two _ men of 
years, and infants. 

Moat mums av detach unto the 
true church, are to be baptized; yet before their 
baptiſm, they are to make confeffion of their 
faith, and to promiſe amendment of life, Acts 
ch. ii. 38, ch. x. 38. Aud thus, places of Sorip- * 
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ture that require actual faith and amendment 
of life, in them that are baptized, are to be un- 
derſtood of men of years. 
Infants of believing parents are likewiſe to be 
baptized. The grounds of their baptiſm are 
_ theſe :—Firſt, the commandment of God, Matt. 
XXViii. 18. “ Baptize all nations, &c.“ in which 
words the baptiſm of infants is preſcribed. For 
the Apoſtles, by virtue of this commiſſion, bap- 
tized whole families. Acts xvi. 15, and 33. 
Again, circumciſion of infants was commanded 
by God. Gen. xvii. 14. and baptiſm, in the 
New Teſtament, ſucceeds in the 'room of cir- 
cumciſion. Coloſſ. ii. 11. Therefore baptiſm 
of infants is likewiſe commanded. The ſecond 
ground is this: Infants of believing parents are 
in the covenant of grace ; for this is the tenor of 
the covenant ; I will be thy God, and the God 
of thy ſeed.” Gen. xvii. 7. It may be faid; 
that this promiſe was made, in this - ſort; 
only to Abraham, ' becauſe he was to be the 
father of the faithful. A. It pertains to all 
believing parents. Exodus xx. God promiſes 
to ſhew mercy to thouſands of them that 
love him. Acts ii. 39. Peter faith. to the 
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Jews that heard him preach, The promiſes be⸗ 
long to you and to your children. Paul faith, 
If the parents believe, the children are holy. 
1 Cor. vii. 14. If holy, then are they in the 
covenant. Now then, becauſe infants are in the 
covenant, they are to be baptized. For this is 
the reaſon of St. Peter: To whom the promiſes 
belong, to them belongeth baptiſm ; but to you 
and your children belong the promiſes; there- 
fore, you and your children, are to be baptized. 
Acts ii. 38. 

In the fame page he fays, « It may be de- 
manded, whether the children of Turks and 
Jews are to be baptized? Af. No: becauſe 
the parents are forth of the covenant. 4 

In the next page he has another queſtion 
and anſwer, to which it may be proper to at- 
It may be demanded, whether the children of 
wicked Chriſtians, i. e. of ſuch as hold in judg- 
ment true religion, and deny it in their lives, - 
may be baptized? Auſ. they may; for all wich- 
out exception, that were born of circumeiſed 
Jews, whereof many were Wm were cir- 
cumciſed. 


Thus 
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ject, was the received doctrine of the church. 


Lee 

Thus far Mr. Perkins. We may now oh- 
ſerve, that theſe three divines all agree in- this 
opinion; that the right of infants to baptiſm, 
is founded on their being the ſeed of believing 
parents; that the parents being in covenant 
with God, by faith, they are conſidered as being 
in the ſame covenant with their believing pa- 
rents, and therefore have a right to baptiſm, 
which is the ſeal of the covenant. 
_» Theſe. perſons who thus agree, lived when 
the articles, the public ſtandard of the doctrines 
of the church of England, were firſt agreed 
upon in convocation (in 1562,) and when they 
received the ſanction of Parliament (in 1571,) 
when diſcipline was obſerved, and uniformity 
in doctrine ſtrictly regarded. We may then 
ſafely conclude, that what they ſay on this ſub- 


To theſe we may add the very reſpectable 


names of ſeveral of their ſucceſſors, who were 


all in the fame ſentiment: Biſhops Taylor, 
Hall, Sanderſon, Dr. Hammond, - Archbiſhop 
Uſher, Biſhops Reynolds, Hopkins, Ball, and 
Beveridge, with many others, who were emi- 
nent in their day. 
25 Job- 
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1 obſerve further, that I do not recollect to 
have read, or heard, that any one ever public- 
ly declared, that this was not the doctrine of 
the church of England. 

Let us now take notice of the two 8 
ble queſtions and anſwers of Mr. Perkins. - , 

At may be demanded, whether the children 
of Turks and Jews are to be baprized? - Anf. 
No; becauſe the parents are forth W of 
the .covenant.” _ 

The Turk believes that lemon is to 45 
had through Mahomet, but not through Jeſus 
Chriſt. The ſew believes that he can be 
ſaved through Moſes, to the excluſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt as a Saviour. And if theſe are out of the 
covenant, according to Mr. Perkins, is it not 
becauſe they do not rely on the promiſes of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt? Is not then every per- 
ſon out of the covenant, who does not expect, 
or ſeek, ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt? Is not 
every parent then out of the covenant who does 
not expect, or ſeek, ſalvation through Jeſus 
Chriſt? Is not then every perſon out of the 
covenant who expects pardon and peace wih 
God, for works of righteouſneſs which he thinks 

| | | he 
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he has done, or can do ? Is not then every parent 
out of the covenant who is ignorant of Chriſtiani- 

ty, and unconcerned about all religion? What 
covenant can he poſſibly be in, who knows 
of none, except a covenant with death and 
hell, who is unconcerned about any with God ? 
Are the children of ſuch parents then in co- 
venant with God? Have they then any 
right to baptiſm? No. They are exclud- 
ed from it, their parents not being in co- 
venant with him. Such was the doctrine of 


the church of England in Queen Elizabeth's 


time, and ſuch, I doubt not, is her doctrine 
in the preſent day. 

The other queſtion and anſwer confirm 
what is here declared. It may be demurred 
whether children of wicked Chriſtians ; that is 
of ſuch as hold in judgment true religion, and 
denyit in their lives, may be baptized? Af. 
They may: for all, without exception, that 
were born of uncircumciſed Jews (whereof 
many were wicked) were circumciſed.” 

To this reaſon may be added,—a perſon who 
holds the truth, though for the. preſent he holds 
it in unrighteouſneſs, may have held it with a 
pure 


l 

pure conſcience may therefore be in covenant 
with God, —and may give proof of it, by re- 
turning to him with a true repentance : his chil- 
dren, therefore, may be received. For, if they 
are excluded on account of his preſent inconſiſt= 
encies, they. may be excluded unjuſtly: And, 
if we do. err, it is but to err on the charitable 
ſide. But, according to the queſtion and an- 
fwer, faith in the parent, in ſome ſenſe, is re- 
quired, is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, or his children 
muſt be abſolutely excluded. | 


I am, &c. 
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ON CONFIRMATION. 


WIIETHER confirmations 
of divine. inſtitution, or whether St. Paul alludes 
to it, when he ſpeaks of the due time “ of laying 
on of hands” (Heb. vi. 7.) we need not now en- 
quire. Much leſs are we bound to mention 
and examine the very fanciful opinions of dif- 


_ ferent writers concerning the origin of this in- 


ſtitution, whether human or divine. That it 
was cuſtomary with the Apoſtles to lay their 
hands on individuals, that they might receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt, is evident from many 
parts of the New Teſtament. That there was a 
cuſtom very early in the Chriſtian church, ſimi- 
lar to what we underſtand by confirmation, is 
3 ö 
I know 
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I Know not that there is any politive proof. That - 
the Jews are very careful of the religious edu- 
cation of their children, there can be no manner 
of doubt. Buxtorf, one of the principal Rabbis 
amongſt the modern Jews, informs us (Synag. 
Judaie. ch. vii.) that the Jews had in every vil- 
lage a perſon called & an inſtructor of babes,“ 
whoſe office it was to teach children the law, 
till they were ten years of age; and from that 
time, till they were fifteen, they were inſtruct. 
ed in the Talmud ; and that, in general, when 
they are about thirteen, they were publicly ex- 
 amined before the aſſembled congregation ; and 
if they gave a good account of their knowledge 
in the law, they were, from that time, called 
« children of the precept ;*”* were conſidered as 
accountable for their conduct, and dound to 
| keep the whole law. 
Whether confirmation, as uſed in our church. 
was derived from this cuſtom among he Nu 
you may conſider at your leiſure. 
_ =. Immediately after the exhortation to god» 
fathers and god-mothers, in- the office for public 
baptiſm, the miniſter is directed to ſay to them, 
4 en to take care that this child be brought ts 
2 E 2 a the 


[40 ] 
the Biſhop to be confirmed by him, ſo ſoon as 
he can fay the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments, in the vulgar tongue, 
and be farther inſtructed in the Church Cate 
chiſm, ſet forth for that purpole.” 

The third and fourth rubrics r the Cates. 
chiſm, ordain, « 3d, So ſoon as children are 
come to a competent age, and can fay in their 
mother-tongue, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Fen Commandments, and alſo can an- 
ſwer to the other queſtions of this ſhort Cate- 
chiſm, they ſhall be brought to the Biſhop ; and 
every one ſhall have a god-father or a god- mo- 
ther, as a witneſs of their confirmation.” Ath, 
And whenſoever the Biſhop ſhall give knowledge, 
for children to be brought to him for their con- 
firmation, the curate of every pariſh ſhall either 
bring, or ſend in writing, with his hand ſub- 
ſcribed thereunto, the names of all ſuch per- 
ſons, within his pariſh, as he ſhall think fit 
to be preſented to the Biſhop to be confirmed ʒ 
ORE eee 
firm them in manner following.” 

Theſe words are very plain, and ſeem to im- 
Ply, PIE neceſlary, in the per- 

ſon 
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ſon to be confirmed, but to be able to ſay the 
Church Catechiſm. For this contains the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command-' 
ments, and whatever elſe is referred to in the 
third rubric, Accordingly, when children ap- 
ply for a ticket to be confirmed, the uſual and 
only queſtion, in general, that is put to them, 
is, Can you fay the Catechiſm ? But if we at= 
tend to what is ſaid in the preface to, and the 
firſt queſtion in, the Office for Confirmation, we 
may ſee that much more is required. | | 
To the end that confirmation may be * 
miniſtred to the more edifying of ſuch as ſhall 
receive it, the church has ſeen good to order, 
that -none hereafter ſhall be confirmed, but ſuch 
as can ſay the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments; and can anſwer to 
ſuch other queſtions, as in the ſhort Catechiſm 
are contained: which order is very convenient 
to be obſerved; to the end that children being 
now come to the years of diſcretion, and having 
learned what their god-fathers promiſed for them 
in baptiſm, they may themſelves, with their own 
mouth and conſent, openly before the church, 
ratify and confirm the ſame; and. alſo promiſe, 
E 3 that, 
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that, by the grace of God, they will ever- 
more endeavour themſelves faithfully to obſerve 
ſuch things, as they, by their own confeſſion, 
have aſſented to.” 


in the preſence of God, and of this Congreys- 
tion, renew the folemn promiſe and vow that 
was made in your name at baptiſm; ratifying 
and confirming the fame in your own perſons, 
and acknowledging yourſelves bound to believe 
and to do all thoſe things which your god- 
fathers, and god-mothets then undertook for 
you?“ FF 
„ 

eh o en e h an 
ſufficient, in order to confirmation, for a perſon 
to be able to ſay the Church Catechiſm; he muſt 
undenſtand it. He muſt have learned what his 
god-fathers and god-mothers bave promiſed for 
ham at baptiſm. He muſt openly declare his con- 
ſent to it. He muſt openly declare that he thinks 
himſelf bound to believe, and to do all, that they 
undertook for him. He muſt promiſe that he 
will endeayour, by the grace of God, evetmore 
to obſerve ſuch things. 


And 
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And, indeed, if it is really deſigned, that a 
perſon at confirmation, ſhould take upon himſelf 
the baptiſmal vow; no qualification ſhort of * 
this, can be ſufficient, in order to his being ad+ 
mitted to this ordinance, 

The burden of the preparation for this quali 
fication, mne 
falls upon the miniſter. 

The firſt and ſecond rubrics after the Catechiſm 
ſay, The curate of every pariſh ſhall diligent 
ly, upon Sundays and holydays, atter the ſecond 
leſſon at evening-prayer, openly in the church, 
inſtru and examine ſo many children of his pa- 
riſh ſent unto him, as he ſhall think convenient, 
in ſome part of their Catechiſm.” 

e Aid oll: ee e be 
ſhall cauſe their children, ſervants, and ap- 
prentices (which have not learned their Cate- 
chiſm,) to come to the church at the time ap- 
pointed, and obediently to hear, and be ordered 
by the curate, until ſuch time as they have 
nnn CTIA 
learn.“ 

e eee e A 
part of the miniſter's duty, and to which every 
pious 


T1141] 
pious clergyman will gladly attend. And to 
help him in this important part of his work, 
it is commanded that, © all fathers, mothers, maſ- 
ters, dames, ſhall cauſe their children, ſervants, and 
\ apprentices, who have not learned their Catechiſm, 
tocome to church at the time appointed, &c.” 


But, if parents will not attend their children, 


or their children will not come, who ſhall com- 
pel them? The clergyman has no power. Ser- 
vants and apprentices would, in general, refuſe 


to come, and ſcruple not to declare, that their 
maſters have no buſineſs with them in this mat... 
ter. And by what law can maſters oblige them 


to attend? The loweſt of the people are now 
aſſured, that the eccleſiaſtical canons never re- 
ceived the ſanction of parliament; and that, 
therefore, they are no law to them. To talk 
.of excommunication, the threatened penalty, in 
_ caſe children, ſervants, and apprentices, are nat 
' ſent to church, would only make them ſmile 
or rage: and if excommunication was enfor- 
.ced, it would be no puniſhment to them, who, 
by choice, excommunicate themſelves far 
months, or a year, or more, at a time. | 
Wheatley, on the Common Prayer, men- 
tions, 


. 
— 
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mentions, from Strype's Hiſtory of the Reforma 
tion, a very curious anecdote. « By the canons 
of 1571, every miniſter was yearly, within 
twenty days after Eaſter, to preſent to the 
Biſhop, the names of all thoſe in his pariſh, who 
had not ſent their children or ſervants at the 
times appointed. And to enforce this, it was 
one of the articles which was exhibited, in or- 
der to be admitted by authority, that he whoſe 
child at ten years old or upwards, or his ſervant 
at fourteen or upwards, could not fay the Cate- 
chiſm, ſhould pay ten ſhillings to the poor's box. 
This would be a more powerful argument than 
excommunication :. But who can enforce it ? 
In the country, in general, it is very difficult 
for a clergyman to collect children to be catechi-. 
zed. In country pariſhes, in the county in which 1 
reſide, I believe not more than one child in five is 
able to read. The poor complain they cannot afford 
to give their children learning ; they mult begin. 
to work as ſoon as they are able to. earn any 
thing ; they want them at home. And it has 
been found, by frequent trials, that this com- 
plain cannot be removed, even by providing a. 
teacher and books for them, without any charge 
to 
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to their parents; for their parents will ſtill take” 
them away ſo often, that, in general, 2 85 
| very little. 

* 'Thereis alſo a remarkable backwardneſs in pa- 
rents to ſend their children to be catechized. I 
have often, from the pulpit, intreated people to 
ſend them. I have long opened my houſe, every 
Sunday, at a ſtated hour, for this purpoſe ; but 
out of more than a hundred that might have come 
there without any inconvenience, ſeldom- more 
than fix or eight attended. Thus circumſtanced,. 
what can a clergyman do? And yet it is ex- 
pected that he ſhould prepare the children of 
his pariſh for confirmation—that he fhould 
ground them in the principles of religion, in the 
nature of the baptiſmal covenant, and in the na- 
ture and neceſſity of their perſonal covenant- 
ing with God. 

And even when he would collect is 5 
public notice for this very end, to prepare them 
for this ordinance, he cannot get together any 
conſiderable number. Nevertheleſs, a few. days 
before the day of confirmation, ſeveral will calf 
apon him for a ticket; one for the ſake of ſeeing 
the Biſhop ; another to have a holiday; a third 
* "bY 
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te zccompany thoſe who are going; and per- 
haps, not one among them from a real deſire 
to take upon himſelf his baptiſmal vow, * 
as a covenant-engagement with God. If he 
offers to exmine them, they know not how 
to ſubmit to it; if he hints that they are unqua- 
liked, they evidence that they think themſelves 
ill-uſed; and have a right to be admitted. 


I do not wonder that you find theſe among 
your difficulties; they are common ; they are 
what every. pious miniſter feels and laments. But, 
you alk, What am I to do? My anſwer is, 
Do your duty. 

What the church 1 from perſons, i in 
order to their being confirmed is very plain, 
and cannot eaſily be miſtaken. ' She requires of 
.them to underſtand their baptiſmal vow ); to he 
ready from the heart to take it upon themſelves ; 
and to promiſe before the congregation, that 
they will conſtantly endeavour, with * 
help, to act accordingly. 

All perſons, therefore, offering themſelves 
for confirmation, and not thus qualified in the 
judgment of charity, ſhould be refuſed. To ad- 
mit them, when we have reaſon to believe, they 
are 
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are not thus qualified, is wilfully to trifle with 
and abuſe the ordinance. | 
| When you have notice that there will be a 
confirmation in two or three months, and ſuch 
a notice is generally given, preach a diſcourſe 
or two upon the ſubject, and invite your pa- 
Tiſhioners to ſend to you for inſtruction, thoſe of 
their children whom they wiſh to have confirm- 
ed. If they will not ſend them, the fault will 
be with themſelves. If they ſend them, you 
will ſoon be able to learn how far they are 
qualified, both as to knowledge and diſpoſition. 
If you refuſe thoſe who are unqualified, you 


may occaſion a clamour, for a time, among ſome 


ignorant, unthinking people; but you will be 
eo that you ought firmly to attend and leave the 
event with God. 


Ll am, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 


ON THE LORD'S SUPPER» 


WI may now conſider the 
ſenſe of the church concerning the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Lord's ſupper ; reſpeRing; chieſly, 
thoſe who are qualified to partake 'of it, and 
whom the miniſter may refuſe. 

« What is required of thoſe who come to the 
Lord's ſupper? To examine themſelves he- 
ther they repent them truly of their former ſins, 
ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new life; having 
a lively faith in God's mercy, through Chriſt, 
with a thankful remembrance of his death ; and 
be in charity with all men.” | 

According to this, a man is not qualified to 
partake of the Lord's ſupper, who does not know 
himſelf to be a ſinner, condemned by the law of 
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God, and ſtanding in need of that meroy which 
is held forth to ſinners, through Jeſus Chriſt— 
who does not rely upon it, making it the alone 
ground of his acceptance with God—who is 
not thankful for the death of Chriſt ho does 
nat ſtedfaſtly purpoſe tolive according to the will 
af God, and is in peace or charity with all men. 
The man, then, who does not know him- 
ſelf to be a, ſinner, ſo as to ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to 
lead a new life ; or Who. is ignorant of the way of 
ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt; or, who expects 
to be ſaved by works of righteouſneſs which he 
thinks he has done or can do, is unqualified: to 
partake>of the Lord's ſupper. 
The Homily on the ſacraments, (4to edit. 
1758,) remarkably confirms this reaſoning, 
Wie mutt certainly know that three things be 
requiſite in him which would ſeemly, as becom 
eth ſuch high myſteries, roſort to the Lord's ta- 
ble: That is, firſt, a right and worthy eſtima- 
tion of this myſtery. Secondly, to come in 
a ſure faith. And thirdly, to have newneſs and 
pureneſs of life to ſucceed the ſame, Let 
us do that in the Lord's commemoration which 
he himſelf did, he himſelf commanded, and his 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles confirmed. "This caution or foreſight: 
if we uſe, then may we ſee thoſe things that are 
requiſite in the worthy receiver, whereof. this 
was the firſt, that we had a right underſtand>- 
ing of the thing itſelf,” 

A little lower, after mentioning. an-exprefſions 
of Chryſoſtom, it ſays, If this advertiſement 
of man cannot perſuade us to reſort. to the 
Lord's table with underſtanding ; "ſee the coun- 
oil of God in the like matter, who charged his 
people to teach his poſterity,. not only the rights 
and ceremonies of the paſſover,. but the cauſe 
and end thereof: whence we may learn, thats 
both more and perfect knowledge is required, at 
this time at our hands, and that the ignorant 
cannot with fruit and profit exerciſe himſelf in. 
the Lord's ſacraments,” 

Fut to come nigher to the matter; St. paul, 
blaming the Corinthians for the profaning of the 
Lord's ſapper, concludeth, that.ignorance both 
of the the thing itſelf, and the ſignification there- 
of, was the cauſe of their abule : for they came 
thither irreverendly, not diſcerning the Lord's 
body. Ovught'not we then, by the motion of: 
the. wiſe men, by the wiſdom of God, by the 
E 2- fear-- 
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fearful example of the Corinthians, to take ad- 
viſed heed, that we thruſt not ourſelves to this 
table with rude and irreverent ignorance, the 
ſmart whereof Chriſt's church hath rued and la- 
mented this many days and years,” p. 384— 
IR | 
Wen the miniſter gives warning for the _ 
celebration of the holy communion, he ſays, 
« Dearly beloved, on Sunday next, I purpoſe, 
through God's aſſiſtance, to adminiſter to all 
ſuch as ſhall be religiouſly and devoutly diſpoſ- 
ed, the moſt comfortable ſacrament of the body 
and blood of Chriſt; to be by them receiyed 
in remembrance of his meritorious croſs , and 
paſſion ; whereby alone we obtain the remiſſion 
of our fins, and are made partakers of the king- 
Lom of Heaven. Wherefore it is our duty to 
render moſt humble and hearty thanks to Al- 
mighty God our Heavenly Father, for that he 
hath given his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, not only to die 
for us, but alſo to be our ſpiritual food and ſuſ- 
tenance in that holy ſacrament. Which being 
ſo divine and comfortable a thing to them who 
receive it worthily, and ſo dangerous to them 
that will preſume to receive it unworthily; my 
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duty is to exhort you, in the mean ſeaſon, to 
conſider the dignity of that holy myſtery, and the 
great peril of the unworthy receiving thereof; 
and fo to ſearch and examine your own con- 
ſciences (and that not "lightly, and after © the 
manner of difſemblers with God,) but ſo that 
ye may come holy and clean to ſuch a heavenly - 
feaft, in the marriage-garment required by God 
in holy ſcripture, and be received as worthy par- 
takers of that holy table. 

At the time of the celebration of the commu- 
nion, the prieſt ſhall ſay this exhortation: 

« Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye that mind 
to come to the holy communion of the body and 
blood of our. Saviour Chriſt, muſt conſider how - 
St. Paul exhorteth all perſons, .diligently to try 
and examine themſelves, before they preſume 
to eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For, 
as the benefit is great, if with a true penitent 
heart, and lively faith, . we receive that holy 
ſacrament, for then we ſpiritually eat the fleſh of 
Chriſt, and drink his blood; then we dwell in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt .in us; we are one with 
Chriſt, - and Chriſt with us; ſo is the danger 
great, if we received the ſame unworthily : 

F. 3 for 
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for then we are guilty of the body and blood of 
Chriſt our Saviour; we eat and drink to our own 
condemnation, not conſidering the Lord's body; 
we provoke him to plague us with divers deſea- 
ſes and ſundry kinds of death. Judge therefore 
yourſelves, brethren, that ye be not judged of 
the Lord; repent you truly for your ſins paſt.; 
have a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in Chrift our Sa- 
viour ; amend your lives, and be in perſect cha- 
rity with all men; ſo ſhall ye be meet partakers 
of thoſe holy myſteries.” _ 

At the end of this laſt exhortation, part only 
of which has been tranſcribed, the miniſter was 
ordered by the firſt Engliſh communion-office, 
publiſhed in the year 1547, to pauſe awhile, to 
| ſee if any. withdraw themſelves. But, if no one 
withdraw himſelf, then he was to go on, © Ye 
that do truly and earneſtly repent your ſins, and 
are in love and charity with your neighbours, 
and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking hence- 
forth in his holy ways, draw near with faith, 
and take this holy ſacrament to your comfort.“ 

From theſe paſſages which I have drawn out 
to ſome length, we may eaſily learn the ſenſe of 
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the church of England, concerning the nature 
and deſign of the Lord's ſupper, and the qualifi- 
| cations of thoſe who alone ſhould be admitted to. 
the table. They are ſo plain, they cannot well 
be miſtaken. And we may fee, as with a ſun- 
beam, that ignorance of the nature of the ordi- 
nance, is an effectual bar to a worthy partaking 
of it. And therefore, that the ignorant man 
ought, without any heſitation, to be excluded. 
Would you ſuffer a man, ignorant of the na- 
ture of a bond, to ſign it, when you knew that 
if he ſigned it, it would be to his great diſad- 
vantage? and can you anſwer it to your con- 
ſcience, to ſuffer a perſon to eat and to drink to 
his own condemnation, which you know every 
one does, who eats and drinks at the Lord's ta- 
ble, not diſcerning the Lord's body ? 

We may likewiſe obſerve the caution ſhe uſes 
to keep away improper perſons. In the warning 
for the celebration of the communion, he de- 
ſcribes the perſons who alone are proper to at- 
tend, © all ſuch as are devoutly and religiouſly 
diſpoſed; the end for which they are to receive 
it, „in remembrance of his meritorious croſs 
and paſſion; whereby alone we obtain remiſfign 
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of” our ſins, and are made. partakers of the 
kingdom of Heaven.“ | 

In the exhortation at the celebration ef the 
communion, the not only cautions againſt, but 
Points out the great danger of receiving un- 
worthily ; and then declares what is neceſſary to 
their worthy receiving, « Repent. you truly for 
your fins paſt ; have a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in 
Chriſt our Saviour; amend your lives, and be 
in perfect charity. with all men; ſo ſhall ye be 
meet partakers of thoſe holy myſteries.” And 
as if all this was not ſufficient, when the prieft. 
Finds that no man. withdraws, he repeats the cau- 
tion and · neceſſary qualifications, in the invĩta- 
tion which immediately follows, Ve that do 
truly and earneſtly repent you of your fins,” &c. 
and which moſt certainly implies, if there are 
any among you, who do not truly and earneſtly. 
repent of their fins, &c.—let them withdraw, 
and not preſume to approach the table of the. 

I think it is ſcarce poſſible to expreſs in plainer - 
terms, what is required of thoſe who would 
come to the Lord's ſupper ; who ought to be 
admitted, and who refuſed. And as theſe are 
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* declarations of that church in which every 
clergyman officiates, and moſt of them. what he 
himſelf muſt frequently uſe, if in prieſt's orders, 
they ought to be his guide, his rule in this mat- 
ter. He ought to be governed by them ſo, 
as to admit to the ordinance none who are not 
thus qualified, and to reject every one, without 
exception, who is nat thus qualified. 

But notwithſtanding theſe things are ſo plain, 
it is ſuppoſed by many, that a clergyman cannot 
refuſe to admit to the table, and communicate 
the elements to any one who offers himſelf. But 
this is a moſt groſs miſtake ; for according to the 
Rubric, So many as intend to be partakers of 
the holy communion, ſhall ſignify their names 
to the curate, at leaſt ſometime the day before,” 
This is not to be done merely, as ſome would 
inſinuate, that he may know how much bread 
and wine to provide, but for more important 
purpoſes. For the next Rubric is, & And if 
any of thoſe be an open and notorious evil liver, 
or hath done any wrong to his neighbours by 
word or deed, fo that the congregation be there- 
by offended; the curate having knowledge there- 

of, ſhall call him and advertiſe him, that in any 
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wilt he preſume not to come to the Lord's ta- . 
ble, until he hath openly declared himſelf fe 
have truly repented, and amended his former 
naughty life; that the congregation may be there 
by. ſatisfied, which. before were offended ; and 
that he hath recompenſed the parties, to whom. 
he had done wrong; or at leaſt declare him 
ſelf to n pn ſo to do, bens be. 
conveniently may. 

According to the 26th canon, No miniſter- 
Thall in any wiſe admit to the receiving the holy 
communion,, any of; his cure or. flock, which. 
be 3 known to live in. fin notorious with- 

out repentance, nor any who have maliciouſly 
and openly contended with their bear, 
until they be reconciled.” | 

The 27th canon fays,. No miniſter when. he 
celebrateth the communion, ſhall-adminifter the. 
fame to any but to ſuch as kneel, under pain of. 


ſuſpenſion; nor, under the like pain, to any 


that refuſe to be preſent at public prayers, .accor-- 
ding to the orders of the church of England ;- 
nor to any that are common and notorious depra- 
vers of the Book of Comman-Prayer, and ad- 


miniſtration of. the ſacraments, and of the or- 
ders: 
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ders, rites, and ceremonies, therein preſcribed, 
or of any thing that is Tontained in any, of 5 
articles, &c. ä 8 

It is plain then from theſe rubrics 1 
that he has a power of refuſing perſons. on ſe- 
veral accounts. He may, in particular, repel 
notorious evil livers, — ſuch as have done wrong 
cto their neighbours, or liye in malice or hatred; 
alſo, perſons guilty of adultery, whoredom, inceſt, 
drunkenneſs, ſwearing, ribaldry, uſury, or any 
other uncleanneſs and wickedneſs of life; depra- 
vers of the Common-Prayer Book and Thirty- 
nine Articles, &c. 

From theſe. plain declarations, many are con- 
ſtrained to own, that he has a power to refuſe 
all perſons who. are chargeable with one or 
more of theſe crimes, but no others. So that, 
according to them, if a perſon, gives notice- to. 
the miniſter, the day before the celebration, of 
the communion, that he intends to partake 4 

t, and the miniſter cannot prove hi 

any one of the above-mentioned Ke bend agh fora a. 
few others mentioned in the canons) he muſt 
admit him to the table, he cannot refuſe 
him, 


But 
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But is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that notice is 
td be given to the miniſter the day before, mere- 
ly that he may enquire whether the perſon giv- 
ing notice is chargeable with any of the above- 
mentioned crimes? May not a perſon be free 
from them all, and yet not qualified to approach 
cke table of the Lord? Surely then, notice is 
ordered to be given, that a miniſter may enquire, 


concerning a perſon's fitneſs as well as his un- 


fitneſs : Whether his views of the ordinance, 
and his diſpoſition towards it are ſuch as the 
church requires, as well as whether the perſon 
is a groſs offender againſt the laws of God and 
man. Otherwiſe you may admit ignorant, im- 
pertinent, and unbelieving perſons, contrary to. 
the order of the church, and the word of God, 
and yet ſay, they are not improper perſons, de- 
cauſe they are not chargeable with one or more 
of the above-mentioned vices. What the church 
declares plainly, in any of her offices, is as 
much a rule to a clergyman, as any thing that 
is declared ir. any rubric or canon. 

Unleſs you will ſay, that what ſhe orders is 
not to be conſidered as a rule, or what ſhe de- 


clares to be right and neceſſary, may be diſ- 
penſed 
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penſed with, though no reaſon is affigned for 
ſuch a diſpenſation. She does not exprefaly ex- 
clude an impenitent perſon, nor an unbeliever 
in the mercies of God through Jeſus Chriſt 3 
and indeed there was no occaſion for it. For, 
ſhe poſitively requires of thoſe who come to the 
Lord's ſupper, repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : but if a perſon, 
who offers himſelf, is without theſe, he is with= 


out the eſſential requiſites, and therefore abſo;k 


lutely diſqualified. In like manner, ſhe does not 
expreſsly exclude a perſon who is ignorant of 
the nature of the ordinance ; beeauſe his igno- 
rance is a proof that he is without the eſſen- 
tial requiſites, one of which is, to diſcern the 
Lord's body; and therefore he is abſolutely diſ- 
qualified. Yet, as a man may be free from groſs 
immorality, who is without the eſſential requi- 
ſites, in order to partake of the Lord's fupper, 
it is certainly neceſſary that a miniſter ſhould 
know the ſtate of the mind of thoſe who preſent 

_ themſelves, as to their qualifications. 
Beſides, it was unneceſſary to exclude from 
the table, by an expreſs declaration, the ignorant, 
the impenitent, the unbeliever; becauſe, as 
oF: know- 
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Knowledge, repentance, and faith, are eſſen- 
rial requifites to a worthy receiving, no one 
could, with any propriety, be admitted without 
them. But as perſons who underſtand the na- 
ture of the holy communion, and, in the judg- 
ment of charity, have given proofs of their re- 
pentance and faith, may turn back to folly ; ſo 
if they commit any thing that is groſs and of- 
fenfive, they are, by the church, to be kept 
away till they evidence their contrition and 
newneſs of life. No doubt it is hereby meant, 
that - they who name the name of Chriſt ſhould 
depart from iniquity, that when they act incon- 
ſiſtent with their profeſſion, as they give reaſon 
to ſuſpect the ſincerity of their faith and repen- 
tance, they ſhould be treated as impenitents and 
unbelievers; that is, kept from the table, 
And if the church is thus careful not to give 
offence by her practice, can it be ſuppoſed that 
the has no care to avaid offence concerning 
what her profeſſed members believe ? If they 
do not believe her avowed doctrines, how can 
they be ſaid to be her members? If they be- 
lieve not falvation through Jeſus Chriſt alone, 
but through works of righteouſneſs which they 

think 
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think they have done, or can do, they may as 
properly be called Turks, or Jews, or infidels, 
as members of the church of England. Be- 
ſides it is plain to every attentive reader of 
them, that all the ſervices in the Book of Com- 
mon- Prayer, are deſigned for the uſe of believ- 
ers in her doctrines, of believers in the beſt 
ſenſe of the word. And, though others may 
frequently, nay generally, attend. at the time of. 
worſhip, they cannot properly be numbered 
among her real members, any more than they. 
who attended in the Court of the Gentiles, du- 
ring the ſervice of the Temple, could be called 

Children of Ifrae]. F 
If you heſitate to admit this, ſuppoſe, for a mo- 
ment, that the notice which is ordered to be 
given to the miniſter has reſpe& to nothing but 
groſs immoralities. A perſon, then, we will 
imagine, preſents himſelf to a miniſter, intend- 
ing to communicate the next day, The mini- 
ſter addreſſes him, Pray, Sir, are you a whore- 
monger ? No, Sir. Have you been drunk late- 
ly? No, Sir. Have you been guilty of. 
Oh! no Sir, no Sir, never once in my life. Very 
well, Sir, I do not aſk you whether you under- 
G 2 ſtand 


164 ] ( 
ſtand the nature of the Lord's ſupper; whether 
reſolved to forſake them ; or whether you have 
a lively faith in his mercies through Jeſus Chriſt, 
with a- thankful remembrance of his death— 
theſe are points there is no occaſion to enquire 
into—l ſhall be a we 4 1 
to- morroẽw-w-. a 

Would you, could you, * fuch a minifter 
underſtood his duty; deſired to promote the 
beſt intereſts of his people; was concerned for 
the credit of the church, or the cauſe of God? 

But ſtill it is faid, and inſiſted on, that we 
can exclude none but by poſitive law; and 
therefore, if perſons are not expreſsly excluded 
by poſitive law, and there is none for a mini- 
ſter to act by, but the rubrics and canons, we 
bave no warrant to exclude them. 

Upon what authority this peremptory declara- 
tion is made, I muſt freely declare that I nei- 
ther know, nor can conceive, 

But ſuppoſing that a poſitive law is warts, 
is there none for a clergyman to act by, except 
the rubrics and canons? Are not the doctrines 
of the church a poſitive law to him? Has he 
not 
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not ſubſcribed that they are agreeable to the 
word of God; and that the Book of Common- . 
Prayer, and of ordering of biſhops, prieſts, and 
deacons, containeth in it nothing contrary to the 
word of God, and that it may lawfully fo be uſed, 
and that he himſelf will uſe the form in the book 
preſented at the public prayer, and adminiftration 
of the facraments, and none other? Are not 
then theſe a law unto him? If he binds him- 
ſelf to adminiſter them, in the manner preſcribed; 
does he not bind himſelf to ſee that what is re- 
quired in them by others, ſhall be attended to ? 
Is not the word of God likewiſe a law unto him? 
That clergyman muſt be ſadly fettered, who is 
tied up from acting according to his ſolemn en- 
gagements, and the word of God, becauſe he 
has not, what he calls, a poſitive law, to coun- 
tenance him. Could I be perſuaded it was my 
caſe, I would ſoon endeavour to break my fet- 
ters, and at all events, act according to my con- 
ſcience, | 
This plea of not acting according to engage- 
ments and the word of God, for want of a 
poſitive law, may do. well enough for him, who 
is not habitually influenced by facred things; 
G 3 | who 
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who regards the fleece more than the flock, and 
who may deſire the praiſe of man more that the 
praiſe which cometh from God ; but, I am per- 
ſuaded, it will not, cannot ſatisfy, a thinking 
conſcientious perſon. 

But what is the force of this argument for the 
neceſſity of a poſitive law to guide a miniſter - 
in this matter? How is it managed by it's 
advoeates ? 

It has been determined, ſay they, in the civil 
courts, that if a perſon, in order to qualify him- 
ſelf for a place, preſents himſelf at the table, and 
the miniſter refuſes to adminiſter to him, he is 
Hable to be proſecuted. There is a cafe men- 
tioned by Burn (Eccleſ. Law, vol. ii. p. 382. 
8yo. edit.) where a miniſter was proſecuted for 
refuſing the ſacrament twice to the ſame perſon, 
and an ignorant jury brought in damages for 
both refuſals ; but upon an arreſt of judgment, 
the ſentence was reverſed ; and it was given that 
no one could claim an unqualified admiſſion to 
the table. It may be remarked that this was 
very ſoon after the Reſtoration, in the year 1661, 
when the eccleſiaſtical law had been long dif ; 
penſed with ; and it may be ſuppoſed, that moſt 

of 
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of thoſe who ſerved upon the jury were igno- 
rant of it. I know of no other caſe, of this 
kind, ſince that year. There certainly is no 
ſtatute law which commands a clergyman to give 
the elements to every one who may preſent him- 
ſelf. at the table. To be guided, therefore, by the 
former part of this caſe, is, to appearance at leaſt, 
to beguided by the law of convenience, rather than 
of truth and equity. A rich man may threaten 
and intimidate a poor clergyman, in caſe of re- 
fuſal, and conſtrain him to a compliance; and 
| the poor clergyman may think it better to com- 
ply, than be at variance with a rich pariſhioner, 
or run the hazard of a proſecution. Beſides, 
many a clergyman may not be able to raiſe mo- 
ney enough to defend his cauſe, though he may 
be perſuaded that his cauſe is juſt. Moreover, 
aſſured that there is a faſhion in law, and not 
knowing what law is in faſhion at the time, he 
may think it beſt to give up all thoughts of a 
fuit, and bow to the rich man's purſe. 

But the rubrics, they fay, are moſt certainly - 
part of the ſtatute law of the land; for they 
have been confirmed in parliament by the ſeveral 
acts of uniformity, in the reigns of Edward the 


Dad, 
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fixth, Queen Elizabeth, and Charles the fecond; 


therefore they are a law to us. 
I fuppoſe if they had been confirmed by only 


one of the acts of uniformity, they would have 
deen as much a part of the ftatute law of the 


land, as they are now. But, are not the Cate- 
chiſm, the office for the adminiſtration of the 
Lord's ſupper, and indeed the whole book of 
Common-Prayer, as much a part of the fta- 
tute law of the land, as the rubrics? Has not 
the whole been confirmed by Act of Parliament? 
by the Act of Uniformity, in 16627 And if 
thoſe require certain qualifications, in all who 
would come to the Lord's ſupper, ſurely they 
exclude from it all who have not theſe qualifi- 
cations. The argument then from poſitive law 
amounts to nothing. 


I am, &c. 


LET 
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any further in our enquiries. It may however 
de proper to bring together, in one view, the 
diſcoveries we have made of the mind of the 
church. 4912 e 

Concerning Baptiſm, her will is, before any ' 
infant is offered to be baptized, the miniſter 
ſhall have convenient warning given him by 
the parents of their wiſh and intention—that 
the parents ſhall wait the miniſter's direction, 
whether the child ſhall be brought to be baptized 
at the morning or the evening ſervice—that no 
parents ſhall be admitted as ſponſors for their 
own child—that no perſons ſhall be admitted as 
ſponſors unleſs they have received the holy com- 
munion—and that ſponſors ſhall make no other 


anſwers 
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anſwers, when the ordinance is celebrated, than 
what are preſcribed in the Book of Common- 
Prayer: that infants have no right to baptiſm 
on their own account; the right is derived from 
their parents. If both, or one of their parents 
are in covenant with God through Jeſus Chriſt,. 
or believers in the mercy of God held forth. 
through a Mediator, they have a right to be 
baptized ; if not, they have no right, and ought. 
not to be. baptized. 

With regard to Confirmation ſhe has deter- 
mined, that it is not ſufficient for the perſon. 
to be confirmed, to be able to fay the Church 
Catechiſm ; but that he muſt under/tand it, eſpe- 
cially that part of it which relates to the bap- 
tiſmal covenant :- that he muſt ſee it his duty to 
take this on himſelf, and muſt. declare before the 
congregation,. that he does heartily take it upon. 
himſelf, and will for the future, by God's grace, 
have reſpect unto all his commandments. 

Concerning the Lord's Supper, it is her mind, 
that no one ſhall be admitted to it who does not 
underſtand the nature of the ordinance; or, in 
the language of the Apoſtle, « diſcern the Lord's 
body ho is not in the exerciſe of repentance 


towards 


* 
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towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and in peace or charity with all men. Theſe, 
with her, are eſpecial qualifications, and indif- | 
penſibly neceſſary to a proper partaking of it. 
Moreover, ſhe allows none to receive it, though 
he may have elear views of the Chriſtian ſcheme, 
if he holds the truth in unrighteouſneſs, or lives 
in the habitual commiſſion of any one known fin, 
or in the habitual omiſſion of any known 
duty, HG . 
No perſon, therefore, ſhould be admitted to ei- 
ther of theſe ordinances, who is not qualified 
according to what ſhe demands. And it is the 
duty of every clergyman to look into theſe 
things, and to reject all, without exception, who 
are not thus qualified. 

But, alas! who, in compariſom, . to 
them? I muſt confeſs, to my ſhame and con- 
fuſion, that, for many years after I was or- 
dained, I paid no regard to them. If, upon going 
into church, or, immediately after the ſecond 
leſſon, the clerk informed me there was a child 
to be baptized, I baptized it. Who were the 
ſponſors, and. . were properly qua- 

lified, 
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ſed, I never enquired. If the parents defired . 
me to baptize their children at home, I com- 
plied. If, after the ceremony was over, they 
requeſted my -company, I generally gave it 
without heſitation ; and often joined with them 
in their mirth and jollity till the midnight 
When a perſon applied for a ticket for con- 
firmation, I freely gave it; ſeldom heſitated, 
and never refuſed. I have, now and then, ſpoke 
a word or two about the baptiſmal covenant, 
and told them they ſhould take it upon them- 
ſelves ; but never once entered into a proper en- 
quiry, whether the perſons offering themſelves 
to be confirmed were qualified according to 
what the church requires. | 
When the Lord's ſupper was adminiſtred, 
I ſcrupled not to communicate the bread and 
wine to all who preſented themſelves at the ta- 
ble, without previouſly enquiring what were 
their views of the nature of the ordinance, or 
whether their general converſation was as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ? | 
This was my manner for many years. Whe- 
ther I was ſingular in my conduct, I leave it to 
| others 


12 
dthers to determine. But the practice of an in- 
dividual, or even of a multitude, is to guide us 
no farther than it is agreeable to ſome ſtandarddd 
which is acknowledged to be the rule of duty. 
What is our rule, in theſe things, is very 
plain; in what manner we ſhould act, we can- 
not therefore he ignorant. | 
Our enquiries, compared with the general 
practice, ſupply. us with an awful proof, that 
there is a general departure from the diſci- 
pline of the church. That we have long fince 
departed from the fandard doctrines 3 and that 
when taken in a literal and grammatical ſenſe 
(which is the ſenſe of them to which all the 
clergy are bound to ſubſcribe) they are incapa- 
ble of an Arian, Socinian, or Arminian con- 
ſtruction, has been clearly demonſtrated. 

The conſtitution of the church is good, both 
in doctrine and diſcipline; but there is a de- 
parture, a general departure, from both. The 
people are ftrangers to the real doctrines and 
diſcipline of that church of which they call 
themſelves members. And fuch a proof do 
they give of the formality and cuſtomarineſs of 
their worſhip, of their inattention to what they 

H hear, 


[ 74 J 


bear, they do not fee the almoſt conſtant oppo- 
{ation there is in the matter of the prayers and 
the ſermon. The former ſpeaks the doctrines 
of the church, the latter, the doctrine of the 


preacher ; the former falvation through grace 
alone, the latter ſalvation through works of our 


own righteouſneſs : and yet very few, who at- 


tend the public worſhip in the eſtabliſhment, ſee 
this. The time has been, when uniformity in 
doctrine was not only required of the clergy, 
but inſiſted on; and if any clergyman dared to 


advance any thing inconſiſtent with the Articles, 
he was ſure to be called to an account for it: 


but now he may preach what doctrines he 
pleaſes, without the leaſt apprehenſion of cenſure. 
Doctrines groſsly inconſiſtent with the Articles, 
have often been preached before biſhops, the 
appointed guardians of our church, and the 
preachers have paſſed unreproved. Diſcourſes 
have, times without number, heen preached at 
viſitations, commended, printed, and ſent into 
the world, under the ſanction of a body of men, 
though they have contained doctrines contrary 

to what they all have ſubſcribed to be agreeable 
to the word of God. Nor is any order of the 


clergy, - 


— 
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clergy, even the higheſt, free from the charge 
of preaching and printing what is inconſiſtent 


with their ſubſcription. Theſe things are ſo 
.general, ſo notorious, that when the people hear, 


from the pulpit, the doctrines of their owh 


church, they look upon the preacher as a © ſet- 
ter forth of ſtrange doctrines,” and are ſoon 
taught, by his brethren in their neighbourhood, 


to brand him with ſome opprobrious diſtinction. 
From that moment he becomes the object of 
flander and diſreſpect; is ſure to be diſcounte- 
nanced by thoſe who ought to protect and en- 


courage him; and marked as an obnoxious man, 


one who bught not, on any conſideration what- 
ever, to be promoted. His attachment to the 
doctrines and diſcipline of the church, are a ſure 
bar to preferment. 

We have indeed reaſon to ſay with the pro- 
phet, lamenting the ruinous ſtate of Jeruſalem, 
« How is the gold become dim ! how is the moſt 
fine gold changed! Lament. iv. 1. Doctrine 
and diſcipline were once regarded; they are re- 


garded no more. Orthodoxy and diligence were 


the ſure way to favour; they are the ſure way to 
favour no more, Favour is reſerved for thoſe, 
H 2 and 
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and for thoſe, and thoſe only, who have very 
different qualifications. The true ſons of the 
church are, with a very few exceptions, diſin- 
herited ; their patrimony is beſtowed on baſ- 
tards. 

I do not thiz x it uncharitable, or harſh, or 
even improper, to ſpeak thus plainly, though 
ſeemingly at the expence of others. If a man 
in a public, an almoſt ſacred ſtation, is pub- 
licly charged with betraying his truſt, with 
handling the word of God deceitfully, is not 
ſuch a charge, a public call on him to juſtify. 
his conduct? And if, in making his defence, he 
unavoidably ſays, what tends to crinfinate the 
conduct of others, wherein is he to blame? 
Beſides, if the people are impoſed on, are de- 
ceived, and they moſt certainly are, the truth 
ought to be held up to them. To conceal 
it, when it is evidently connected with their 
beſt intereſts, is unjuſtifiable, is cruel ; to make 
it known, may deliver them from the moſt dan- 
gerous entanglements. Facts are valuable. It 
may alſo be uſeful to many of other denomi- 
nations, who have not enquired into thoſe 
things; and judging only from what they ſee, 

cry 
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cry out againſt the eſtabliſhed church as erro- 
neous and corrupt. To repreſent the caſe fairly, 
may enable them to diſtinguiſh between what + 
is good in theory, and reprehenſible in practice; 
may convince them that the fault is not in the 
church, but in her ſervants. It may thus prove 
a good apology for her, whom multitudes 
through ignorance condemn. 

Relaxation in diſcipline, was one of the firſt 
unhappy effects of the Reſtoration of Charles 
the ſecond. It encreaſed and was cheriſhed by 
the licentiouſneſs of his reign. Our ſpiritual 
rulers, who ought ſtrenuouſly to have oppoſed 
it, connived at, and by their connivance en- 
couraged its growth. At the time of the Revo- 
lution, it was of ſuch a magnitude, that all op- 
poſition was, perhaps, thought to be in vain : 
and this, very probably, is the true reaſon why 
no attempt has been made againſt it, even to 
this day; and now many ſeem intereſted in per- 
petuating it, ſo that a remedy is altogether 
hopeleſs. _ 
| Your way, however, is plain; and by per- 
ſevering in it, you may excite a ſpirit of en- 
quiry among the more candid and inquiſitive of 
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your people, by which they may diſcover the 
true doctrines and appointed diſcipline of the 
church. This, I think, may be reaſonably ex- 
peed. The conſequence of which muſt be 
a removal of the prejudices of ſome, and a 
conſtraining of them to become advocates for 
your opinions and practice. This will be a 
material point. Every inſtance of ſucceſs 
of this kind, will do good; will diſpel ſome 
error, and promote the knowledge of ſome 
truth. You may expect murmuring and cla- 
mour, but you will meet them in the path of 
duty, and, perhaps, ſome hot- headed perſon, ſet 
on by an ignorant adviſer, may make a formal 
complaint againſt you in the Biſhop's court. But 
you have nothing to fear from that quarter ; 
for, ſuppoſing thoſe who receive it to be unac- 
quainted with theſe things (and it may be the 
caſe,) they would certainly make fome enquiry 
before they would venture to iſſue a proceſs 
againſt you; and an almoſt careleſs enquiry 
would convince them, that you acted properly, 
Or if, from any prepoſſeſſion, they had had 
an inclination to warp juſtice to your ineonve- 
nience, they would not dare to indulge it. The 

| ſpirit 
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ſpirit of the times will not bear it. Complaint, 
therefore, would turn to your advantage; by 
convincing your oppoſers of their weakneſs, and 
your ſtrength. Convinced that they could not 
prevail, they would gradually ceaſe from mur- 
muring and clamour, and your difficulties 
would, in conſequence, be gradually diminiſhed. 

I commit you to his care and keeping, who 
diſpoſes of all events, and graciouſly accepts and 
rewards every ſincere attempt to promote his 
glory. | | fs 


I am, &c, 


LET. 


LETTER VI. 


A ComPar1soN, fo far as relates to RELIGH- 
ous WIS pon, between the Engliſb Reformers, 
and the Generality of the preſent modern 
Divines. 


AFTER peruſing the forego- 
ing letters, one or other may ſay, with a ſmile, 
all this is very true —admitting your data, we 
can have few objections to what you fay: 
but —it ſhould be remembered, that what you 
have advanced, is founded chiefly on rubrics, 
canons, and the opinions of but half-informed 
writers, when compared with thoſe of our time. 
They were, no doubt, the beſt guides which 
could be procured in the then preſent day, but 
ſo great are the diſcoveries that have been made | 
ſince that time, that we can now lay little or no 
ſtreſs on them. 

The improvements which have been made in 
every- branch of knowledge are wonderful; and 
by 
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by uſing theſe as helps to underſtand the Serip- 
tures, e may ſee much farther into their true 
meaning, than the Reformers could poflibly do. 
But, if theſe objections are juſt, they are 
an indeliable reproach upon our national reli- 
gious eſtabliſhment. For, if the light that 
was in the Reformers now proves to be dark- 
neſs, and that darkneſs is ſtill held up as the 
ſtandard of light, what a farce is kept up under 
the maſk of religion; and what a tendency has 
this to keep the people in the groſſeſt igno- 
rance ! | | 
The meaning of the objection, however, is 
obvious; the force or propriety of it may be ex- 
The improvements which have been made in 
knowledge, ſince the time of the Reformation, 
have been chiefly in mathematics, natural phi-. 
loſophy in its various branches, and the arts and 
ſciences. But I know not that theſe have help-- 
ed us to underſtand our Bible better than we did 
before. We are able to analize the air, and. 
many mineral ſubſtances, but we are ſtill unable 
to analize the human heart. We can make 
watches go with more exactneſs than former- 
| | ly, 
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tp, but I know not that we have a better idea 
of time or eternity. We have brought time- 
keepers to great perfection, but I do not per- 
ceive that we are advanced in the art of keeping 
our hearts, or of ſo numbering our days, as to 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom. Our intellects are 
now ſo wonderfully improved, that we are able to 
draw the blood from the veins of one animal, 
and fill them with the blood of an animal of a 
different ſpecies ; but I think we have not yet 
learned the art of extracting the, folly that is 
bound up in the heart of a child, and of filling 
it with true wiſdom. In a word, there is no con- 
nection between philoſophical and theological im- 
provement. 'The experience of every day con- 
vinces us, that a man may be very knowing 
in philoſophical matters, and yet very ignorant 
of the Scriptures; while another may be mighty 
in the Scriptures, and yet a mere ſtranger to 
what is going on. in. the philoſophical world. 
And if there is no connection between them, 
it will be impoſſible to prove, that improvement 
in the one neceflarily implies, improvement in 
Another ſcheme more likely to help us forward 
in 
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in the knowledge of the Bible was the Col- 
lection of Hebrew Manuſcripts, by Kennicot, 
for more than ten years, aſſiſted by the moſt. 
learned divines in Europe. But what has prov- 
ed the conſequence? After all their pains, we 
bave no reaſon to change our ſentiments con- 
cerning a ſingle doctrine, relating either to faith 
or practice, which the Reformers advanced as 
the truth of God, above two hundred years ago. 
Books of modern travels into the Eaſt, have 
enabled us to underſtand ſome parts of our Bible, 
much better than all our improvements in phi- 
loſophy, and all the laborious reſearches into the 
different readings of the Hebrew manuſcripts. 
By an admirable providence, the cuſtoms of the 
people in the Eaſt have continued very nearly 
the ſame from the times of the Patriarchs to the 
preſent day. Accordingly, the cuſtoms of the 
people of the Eaſt, caſt much light on, and help 
us to underſtand, many paſſages relating to the 
manner of living among the ancient Patriarchs, 
as recorded in Scripture. | 
. Philoſophical and theological knowledge are 
obtained in very different ways. The former by 
the 
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the exerciſe of our own powers and faculties ; 
the latter by a divine aſſiſtance. We may, in- 
deed, by the reading the Scriptures with care 
and diligence, learn from them many things that 
are true: but when we conſider the pronenefs 
of man to © lean to his own- underſtanding,” in- 
ſtead of aſking for that . wiſdom which cometh 
from above, and which alone is profitable to di- 
rect; he will ſoon be ready to think, that he 
wants no other teacher than himſelf; and to 
Jay it down as an axiom, that he ought to be- 
lieve nothing, but what he can comprehend: 
Then all the peculiarities of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, which are its beauty and glory, will be 
given up; its evangelical duties and precepts 
perverted, and the Bible changed into a ſyſtem 
of moral philoſophy. Every day cortvinces us, 
that the larger ſhare of human learring a man 
has, if he ſits down to explain the Scriptures, 
« leaning to his own underſtanding,” inſtead of 
humbly depending upon a promiſed divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, he ſhews he has undertaken what he 

has not the ability to accompliſh. _ 
God claims it as his prerogative to teach re- 
—_—_ knowledge. Man, as his miniſter, may 
declare 
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declare his truth, inform the underſtanding, ſet- 
tle the judgment, but cannot affect the heart. 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but 
God only can give the increaſe.” The bleſ- 
ling, or application of truth to the heart, is from 
God only ; and without this, a man will never 
become wiſe unto ſalvation. “ I will put my 
laws, faith God, in their underſtandings, and 1 
will write them in their hearts.” Heb. viii. 10. 
This is a promiſe of the covenant of grace, and 
is fulfilled to all to whom God ſhews mercy. 
It was indeed firſt made (in theſe words) to the 
Jews, Jerem. ch. xxxi. but was not intended to 
be confined to them. For, human nature be- 
ing the ſame in all ages, there is the ſame ne- 
ceflity for a divine teaching, in order to attain 
religious knowledge, in one age as in another. 
Accordingly he does ſo, by his ſpirit, through his 
word, The firſt truth he uſually teaches is, 

« all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of 
God.” | p | | 
Hence the object of his teaching is given to 
ſee that he is a ſinner, and ſtands in need of 
the mercy of God. He has now the grand key 
to open the ſcriptures, He is now prepared to 
| I | under- 
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underſtand and embrace that free ſalvation, 
which is through Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſenſible of 
his depraved nature, his moral impurity, to 
ſeek after that holineſs, without which no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. | 

When this teaching takes SHY a man bows 
to the manifold wiſdom of God, gradually em- 
braces all the peculiarities of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, no longer aims to be wiſe above that 
which is written, or to ſubſtitute morality in 
the room of Chriſtianity. 


On this divine teaching, the Engliſh Refor- - 


mers. laid a great ſtreſs. Their works abound 
with declarations of the neceſſity of it, and their 
practice was comformable to their opinion. They 
admitted none to the miniſtry, who were not 
able to give ſome account of their having an 
experimental acquaintance with the leading 
truths of Chriſtianity. Fhey reaſoned thus, 
and they reaſoned wiſely: How can a man be 
properly qualified to preach and explain the 
leading fundamental truths in his Bible, who 
has no more than a mere notion of them? Ac- 
cordingly, candidates for orders were ſtrictly ex- 
amined as to thoſe particulars; and this prac- 


tice 


— 


( 97 J 

tice continued, without any material inter- 
ruption, to the time of the Uſurpation. From. 
the Uſurpation, almoſt to the Reſtoration, this 
practice was kept up by, what were called, the 
Trying Miniſters ; or, by the miniſters who were 
appointed to examine into the qualifications of 
candidates for orders, and for inſtitution to be- 

At the time of the Reftoration, all this was 
laid aſide; every appearance of religion was diſ- 
countenanced, and every inſtance of profligacy 
cheriſhed. Then, as if religion was a crime, 
and-it was determined to have nothing to do with 
it, two thouſand of the moſt ſerious miniſters in 
the church were ejected from their employs, and 
forbid to officiate in ſacred things. Then viee 
reigned and triumphed at court, and through the 
nation, under the example of an abandoned 
monarch, a greater profligate than ever dif- 
graced a gallows. | 

No wonder then, that among the better ſort, 
who could not give up their conſciences in com- 
pliment to cuſtom, great changes took place. 
The ſtrict examination of candidates for orders, 
was no more. The ſtrict attention to the Arti- 
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cles of the church, as the eſtabliſhed rule of 
faith, was laid afide. Every thing was now to 
be underſtood with a great degree of latitude. 
And thus, by one act, a door was opened to opi- 
nions of every kind. This was called candour, 
charity; and was much countenanced by ſeve- 


ral men of very reſpectable characters, who 
formed themſelves into a ſociety, and * 
themſelves Latitudinarians. 

It is worth the attention of every ſenſible 
man, that about this time, a remarkable change 
took place in the opinions and practice of men, 
concerning the means neceſſary to be uſed, in 
order to obtain philoſophical and theological 
knowledge. Till now, little had been admitted 
in religious matters, which was not experimen- 
tal; but a hearty aſſent was given to ſchemes of 
natural philoſophy, though founded only on hypo- 
thetical reaſoning. Now little was to be ad- 
mitted in natural philoſophy, which was not 
founded on experiment: but, in religious mat- 
ters, conjecture and analogical reaſoning were 
ſubſtituted in the room of it. A proof this of 
the great wiſdom, or rather folly, of our Philo- 
ſophers and Latitudinarians, to admit nothing 


89 J 
as true, in what related chiefly to mat- 
ters of curioſity; and to content themſelves - 
with conjecture, and analogical reaſoning, 
in what concerned their everlaſting inte- 
reſts. And the ſame wiſdom, or folly, has diſ- 
covered itſelf in our practice to the preſent 
day. Experimental religion is exploded, as 
deluſive, enthuſiaſtie, dangerous. Every ad- 
vocate for it is eſteemed a man of a weak un- 
derſtanding, if not beſide himſelf. And, as to 
the ancient cuſtom of making enquiries con- 
cerning it, of candidates for the miniſtry, I 
ſuppoſe there has not been a fingle inſtance 
of the kind for a century paſt. But, experi- 
ence is as neceflary to theological as to philo- 
ſophical knowledge. It is indeed, indiſpenſi- 
bly neceſſary to the former. The love of God 
is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt 
which is given us.“ Rom. v. 5. Is it poflible that 
the truth of this declaration of the Apoſtle ſhould 
be aſcertained without an inward experience ? 
Is it poflible for a man. to know whether he 
 fanCtifies the Lord God in his heart, "and 
makes him his fear, and him his dread,—to 
know whether he prefers him to the creature, and 

I 3 takes 
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takes him for his chief good, —rhich are com- 


manded duties without acknowledging an in- 
ward experience? Setting aſide, therefore, an 
inward experience, how is it poſſible for a man 
to know that he is a Chriſtian ? 

But this cautious, philoſophical ſpirit, inſtead 
of promoting, tends to prevent all improve- 
ment in theological wiſdom. It tends to make 
a man © lean to his own underſtanding,” con- 
trary to the expreſs command of God. It tends 
to make him receive nothing as theological 
truth, but what he can clearly comprehend. 
It cauſes him to negle& the great appointed 
means of obtaining religious truth : viz. to aſk 
with a child-like ſimplicity, for the promiſed - 
teachings of the Holy Spirit. Accordingly, we 
find, that where this ſpirit prevails, our own 
reaſon is held up as the ſtandard of all religion, 
and whatever cannot be brought to bow to that, 
is rejected. No wonder then, that where this 
ſpirit reigns, all the great peculiarities of the 
Goſpel are renounced, and often with difdain. 
And when it is anſwered, that they are not, 
and were never deſigned to be the objects of 
reaſon, but of faith; that they are above our 
= compre- 
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comprehenſion—myſterious—a loud laugh ĩs per- 
haps excited, at the mere intimation of myſte- 
ries in religion. It is immediately aſked, Is not. 
the Bible a revelation of God, deſigned for the 
inſtruction in his will, of every one into whoſe 
hands it ſhall come? It is not therefore neceſ- 
fary that it ſhould be level to the capacity of 
every one; plain, intelligible: Can this be con- 
ſiſtent with myſteries? That the Bible is a re- 
velation of the will of God, and deſigned for 
the inſtruCtion of all into whoſe hands it ſhall 
come, is moſt certain ; but it is no where de- 
clared that we are able to underſtand it without 
the help of another teacher. If we would re- 
ceive the benefits, or ſound wiſdom, it is in- 
tended to convey, we muſt apply unto God for 
inſtruction, who reſerves it as his prerogative 
to teach effectually. It is upon this condition 
5 only, that we may expect to underſtand, fo as 
to become wiſe unto ſalvation by it; that we 
ſeek unto God for help. Upon no other con- 
dition have we any reaſon to expect, that we 
ſhall profit by any revelation of his will which 
he has made. 
We may now enquire, whether there are any 
myſteries 
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myſteries in religion; and if there are, whe- 
ther they can anſwer any uſeful purpoſe ; 

Concerning the fact, we muſt be guided en- 
tirely by the teſtimony, or word of God, the 
revealer. | 
The Scriptures abound with the word.“ Un- 
to you it is given to know the myſtery of the 
kingdom of God. Mark iv. 11. For, I would 
not, brethren, that you ſhould be ignorant of 
this myſtery, leaſt you ſhould be wiſe in your 
own conceit.” Rom. xi. 25. © We ſpeak the 
wiſdom of God in a myſtery.” 1 Cor. ii. 7. 
« Behold, I ſhew you a myſtery ; we ſhall not 
all ſleep, but we ſhall all be changed.“ 1 Cor. 
XV. 51. © Having made known unto us the 
myſteries of his will according to his good plea- 
fare, which he hath purpoſed in himſelf.” Ephef- 
i. 9. © How that by revelation he made known 
unto us the myſtery; as I wrote afore in few 
words, whereby when ye read, ye may under- 
ſtand my knowledge in the myſtery of Chriſt.” 
iii. 3, 4- © And to make all men ſee what is the 
fellowſhip of the myſtery.” v. 9g. © This is a 
great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt 
and the church.” Epheſ. v. 32. And for me, 

| that 
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that utterance may be given unto me, that 1 
may open my mouth boldly, to make known 
the myſtery of the goſpel.” Epheſ. vi. 19. 
« To the acknowledgment of the myſtery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt.” Coloſſ. 
ii. 2. © Holding the myſtery of the faith in a 
pure conſcience.” 1 Tim. iii. 9. And with- 
out controverſy, great is the myſtery of godli- 
_ neſs: God was manifeſted in the fleſh, &c.“ 
v. 16. The myſtery of the ſeven ſtars which 
thou ſaweſt in my right-hand, and the ſeven 
golden candleſticks.” Rev. i. 20, But in the 
days of the voice of the ſeventh angel, when he 
ſhall begin to ſound, the myſtery of God ſhould 
be finiſhed, as he hath declared to his ſervants 
the prophets.” Rev. x. vii. 

In theſe Scriptures we have not only the 
word myſtery; but—the kingdom of God—the 
wiſdom of God—the reſurrection from the dead 
God's calling of the Gentiles the union of 
Chriſt and his church the Goſpel—the reve- 
lation concerning God the Father and Chriſt— 
faith—goodneſs—the incarnation of the Word 
are all declared to be myſteries. And if God, 
in his word, uſes the expreſſion, and calls many 

things 


| 
| 
| 
' 
ll 


1 
things by this name, who is he that ſhall dare to 


open his mouth, and ſay, there are no myſteries 
in Chriſtianity? What is this, but to contra- 


dict, to blaſpheme, and to give God the lie? 
But, what is not only pertinent, but remark- 
able, miniſters of the goſpel are expreſsly cal- 
led ſtewards of the myſteries of God. © Let 
a man fo account of us, as of the miniſters of 


Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God?” 


x Cor. iv. 1. That is, according to modern 


ries of God. To fuch ridiculous abfurdities 


are perſons frequently driven, who are de- 


' "termined to be wiſe above that which is 


written. 

But it may be aſked, What are we to under- 
ſtand by the word myſtery ? If we carefully at- 
tend to the above-mentioned Scriptures, we 
may ſee it means ſomething that was hid with 


God; and which could not have been known, 
-unleſs he had pleaſed: to reyeal it ; and which, 
"when it is revealed, cannot be fully compre- 
hended. In this ſenſe of the word, all the pe- 
culiarities of the Chriſtian ſcheme are myſ- 


teries, 


But 
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But can there be any uſe in having myſte- 


ries in religion? What good purpoſe can they * . 


anſwer ? They may teach us to bow to the 


« manifold wiſdom” of God; and give us to ſee 
that he is wiſer than we are, We aimed to 


be wiſe without his teaching, and he hereby 


demonſtrates that our wiſdom is folly; « that 


we muſt be ſaved upon a plan, which it could 
never have entered into the heart of man to 


conceive. They teach us to admire his good- 


neſs in employing that wiſdom for our recove- 


ry, of which, without a revelation from him- 


ſelf, we could not poſſibly have had the leaſt 


"# 


idea; and ſo to draw our hearts to hint with | 


gratitude and love. 
They draw us off from © leaning to our own 
underſtanding, being convinced that God is 


wiſer thanwe are, and to look to him for inſtruc- | 


tion; and thus to take our own place, and 
give honour to God, by depending upon him 


for that “ ſound wiſdom which he has _— 


for the righteous.” 


They lead us to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, 


and in conſequence to an increaſing knowledge 


of the character of God, and of his glorious 


excel- 
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excellencies and perſections. Seeing a beauty 
and glory in the plan of redemption through 
Jeſus Chriſt, we are drawn to ſtudy the pecu- 
liarities of Chriſtianity with an increaſing de- 
fire; from a full perſuaſion, that, though they 
are myſterious and unfathomable, yet they will . 
reward our ſearch, with a diſcovery of hidden 
treaſures. | 

Another conſequent advantage is, that © be- 
holding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, 
we are changed into the ſame image from glory 
to glory; and that © grace and peace are multi- 


plied unto us through the knowledge of God, 


and of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” Hence we be- 
come not only wiſer, but better, and more hap- 
PY, even in this life. 

Theſe are ſome of the bleſſed advantages of 
having myſteries in religion, and of endeayour- 
ing to make a proper uſe of them. 

We may add, that between all the grand 
peculiarities of religion, there is an inſeparable 
connection. They all ſtand or fall by each other. 
If you can prove that either of them is falſe, 
the others cannot be ſupported. If you can 
eſtabliſh one of them, the truth of the others is 

fixed, 
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fixed as on a rock. Thus, the doctrine of ſalva - 
tion through grace, or © being juſtified freely, . 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus” 
—of the divinity of Jeſus Chrift—of the doctrine 
of the Trinity—all ſtand or fall together. If 
ſalvation is this grace, then there is a neceſſity 
that the Saviour ſhould be God, in the proper 
ſenſe of the word; otherwiſe he could not me- 
rit for the ſalvation of ſinners ; conſidering that 
he had to make n. bong PT 
dignity, 

If the Saviour is Gai. tha iicdid 
more perſons in the Godhead than one—one, to- 
whom ſatisfaction for fin was to be made ; ano- 
ther, who was to make it. But you will ay, 
this is only to eſtabliſh a duality, not a trini- 
ty of perſons. True. But it prepares the way 
for the proof of the latter, by obliging us to at- 
tend to what is faid concerning the perſonality, 
office, and divinity of the Holy Ghoſt; and 
by attending to it with reverence and im- 
partiality, to ſee that he is God upon the fame 
grounds with the Father and Son. Do not 
think to overturn all this, by repeating the 
ſenſeleſs cavil, that three cannot be one, and 

« ih one 
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one cannot be three. Remember, we are. 
ſpeaking of God, and therefore ſhould ſpeak 
with. reverence, We are ſpeaking of the man- 
ner of his exiſtence; of which we could not 
poſſibly have had the leaft idea, if he had not 
revealed it unto us. 5 
It is no where ſaid, that three perſons are 
ene perſon; but, that three perſons are ant 
Py. | E 
Read this again and again, and think ſe- 
riouſly upon it. Thus the Jehovah Elohim, 
with his Word and Spirit, are the Trinity of the 
Old Teftament; as Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, are the Trinity of the New. 
On the other hand, overturn the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and Chriſt cannot be God, in 
the proper ſenſe· of the word; becauſe then there 
ean be but one perſon in the Godhead. And 
if you talk then of © ſalvation through grace,“ 
you talk down-right nonſenſe; beeauſe no one 
can be found of ſufficient dignity and merit, to 
make iatisfaction to God, and to redeem the 
fouls of men. You may talk of God's pardon- 
ing freely without a ſatisfaction; but this is to 
wake him deny himſcif, to act inconſiſtently 


with 
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with. what he has revealed of his nature and 
perfections, and what he has ſolemnly declared 
that he will do. Acknowledging then, that 
man is a ſinner, you muſt be reduced to forne- | 
ſcheme of ſalvation by works.” Prepare tuen, 
O ſinner, to meet thy God in judgment! 

We may now with reverence, and proſt ra- 
tion of ſpirit, cry, “ Who can find out God 
to perfection? Oh ! the depth of the riches, 
both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God 
How unſearchable are his judgments, and his 


the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his 
ccunſellor ? Or who. hath firſt given to him, 
and it ſhall be recompenſed unto him again ? 
| For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things; to whom be glory for ever and ever, . 
Amen. Rom iv. 3336. : 
If then, as we. may have ſeen, there is no 
proper connection between philoſophy and divi- 
nity, if all the boaſted improvements in philo- 
ſophy have not given us a clearer idea of one 
doctrine in our Bible; relating either to faith or 
practice; and this is indiſputably true. Sure 
ly we have no reaſon to look up ta it as a guide 
K 2. in 


ways paſt finding out! For who hath known 
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in theological ſtudies. And when we conſider 
_ it encourages a ſpirit inconſiſtent with the 
command of God, and tempts us to neglect 
the alone mean of improvement, which God 
has appointed ; inſtead of cheriſhing, we have 
reaſon to avoid, to flee from it. 


When the Apoſtle perceived how the Gnoſ- - 


tics (the knowing ones in his time) endeavour- 
ed to incorporate their philoſophy, the fooleries 
of that day, with the doctrines of the Goſpel ; 
It was not without reaſon that he cried out, 
„Beware, leaſt any man ſpoil you by philoſo- 
phy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
_ Chriſt.” Coloſſ. ii. 8. And ſurely, when we 
conſider the awful blaſphemies which have been 
publiſhed, concerning the perſon and offices of 
Jeſus -Chriſt, by the encouragement of a phi- 
loſophic ſpirit, in the preſent day, we may ſee 

abundant reaſon to uſe the ſame exclamation, 
But though this ſpirit is encouraged by the 
generality, thanks be to God, it is not en- 
couraged by all. There are multitudes in the 
_ eſtabliſhment, and among the diſſenters, who ſee 
the danger and folly of it, and. adhere to the 
good, 


[ 102 J 
good old plan, of looking to God for his pro- 


miſed teaching, by his Spirit, through his word; 
and who evidence the bleſſed effects of it in 
their lives and converſation. 

If we now aſk, who are the wiſeſt; they, who 
follow God's appointed way ; or they, who, 
neglecting this, follow their own way? The 
anſwer is plain and obvious. 

We only add: The Engliſh Reformers fol- 
lowed the former; the generality of modern di- 
vines adhere to the latter. 
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